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The DoQrine of 
Non-RESISTANCE, or PassIvE OBEDIENCE, 


No way conceri'd in the 


CoNnTROVERSIES now depending, &c. 


Have with ſome impatience and wonder beheld the bandying 
of the Non-reſilking Doctrine to and fro in this diſturbed 
Kingdom, for ſo many Munths,and toſo little purpoſe ; becauſe 
lam not able to comprehend what any of the contending Par- 
ties would be at, nor why that Doctrine, rather than any other, 
ſhould be made now the Subjeft of our Diſquiſitions and En» 
uiries. | 
. For what if God has forbidden us upon pain of Damnation, to 
reſiſt our Lawful Princes whenthey do amils ; and has reſeryed to 


| himſelf the Cenſure and Puniſhment of his own Miniſters, as I'be= 


lieve all Lawfvul Princes are {uch; and that God has for great and 
wiſe Reaſons tied up our hands 3 Doth it therefore follow from 
hence, that Zames Is ſtill the Lawtful King of England? Gr that when 
ke was ſo, we that believe the Non-reliſting Doctrine, were bound 
to ſight for him, whatever he did ? T | 
And on the other (ide, what can the Friends of their preſent Ma« 
jeſties pretend to palliate their Contempt and Scorn of the Doftrine 
of Paſſive Obedierce? It was indeed dangerous to them when he 
firſt entered England, becaule all that believed themſelves bound by 
It, were obliged not to take up Arms for him againſt King James ; 
ang 1o conſiquently. it deprived him of their Aſſiſtance : But when 
he had once ſubCued the Forces, and obtained the Throne of that 
Infatuated Monarch; of what uſe can it be to him to bave his Sub- 
jets ſo frequently told, That itis lawful for them to take Arms and 
Defend themſelves, their Rights and Religions againſt him? 1 doubx 
not bot His Majeſty intends to Govern vs with the utmoſt Clemen. 
cy and Mercy according to our Laws : But when neither 42sſes nor 
A 2 Dita 


| 
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Crine ot Non-reſiſtance extirpated out of the World. The con» 
{quence of which, 1s, Tha it is Lawfml*for® every Man to Rebel 
ag aſt his Lawful Prince, wvenever be think: ut neceſſary. 

My deſign therefore in this Diſcourſe being to pur an end, as far 
as I can, to this unſeaſonable Diſpute. I ſhall endeavour to prove 
theſe Particulars, as to the Friends of the late King. 

1. That th« ſe that believed it, were not thereby bound to aſſert 
the Mil government of James the Second, 

2. That ſeeing he has deſerted his Throne, and withdrawn his 
Perſon and beals, they arenotithereby obliged. to endeayour the res» 


ſtoring of him. 


The Docrine of Paſſive Obedience doth not obffge)a Subject 
to aflect the Miſ-government of his Prince ; For it ſuppoſerh the 
Pcince may command what he ought .not, and then it ebligeth me 
to ſuffer rather thanto reſiſt my Prince , or to break the Command- 


*ents of God, or the Laws of my Country, or do any other ill 


Action in Obedience to his Commands. Now what is this tothe 
puipoſc ? King Zames had notoriouſly ſubvyerted all our Conſtituti- 
ons and Laws, both in Church and State, and would ſuffer no re- 
dreis; the Ghurch of Ergland, on the other hand, Petition*d him 
irom time to time by her Bifhops- and Nobility, to ſuffer a Parlia- 
ment to mees and redreſs our Grievances ; but this he would not 
yield, and what ſhould they doin this caſe ? | | 
Why, faid the Jeſuit, in the Anſwer to the Petition of the 17th of 
November, 1688, ( when they had ſet forth, That #2 thesr Opinion 


Þ Hiſtory of the Dalp viſivle way to preſerve his Majeſty and this his Kingdom, 
| the Deſer- would be the calling of a Parlament Regnlar and Free in all «ts 


© tO, P48 cxremmſtances, ) * | hope tomake it out, that the ſummoning a Parlt- 


: 


* ament now, is fo far from being the @nlp way to effect theſe 
* things, that it will be ofe of the Principal Cauſes of much Miſery 


10 the Kingdom. Ara, 1 am ſure, both our Duty to God and our holy Re» 


* lizion, as well as ro His Majeſty and our Country, doth plainly en- 
*joyn us to uſe one Other eftectual means, Gc. which is the keep» 
© 10g inviolably to our Allegiance to our Sovereign z and effeRually 


- *joyning with him to reſiſt all his Enemies whether Foreign Apgrel- 
* 10:5, or Native Rebels.” Thar is, let the King do what: he pleaſe 


to 


r— 
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go OUT 


*" 10 way concern'din the preſent Controverſies: 


to you, you are bound to f ght for hinyand cxpelthe Prince of 
Orange, and ſubdue all his Adherents. | | 
I can very well remember whar ſmall effe& this Ocatory had then 


_ upoathe minds of all Men. There did not ſeem to be one Proteſtant in 


the Nation, who could not diſtinguiſh between the DoQtrine of Non- 


refiſtance and that of a&tually aiding a Prince to deſtroy and enflaye 


his People. His late Majeſty however perſiſted in his Opinion, thatno 


'Parliariient could be holden till thePcinct of Orange was driven ont ;" 


and the Clergy and Nobility in theirs, that this was the Daly 
viſible way to preſerve the late King and Kingdom : whictt im- 
ply'd, that all fighting was dangerous to both, till this was done. 
And accordingly, as wehad no diſloyal Exhortations from Pceſs or 
Pulpit to perſwade Men to fight againſt their Prince ſo neither 
had we any to perſwade us to fight for him : but the thing was com- 
mitted to God to determine as he thought fir. 

1 this our Biſhops, Clergy, Nobility and Gentry; and in general 
all the Chi!dren of the Church of England behaved themſelves like 
good Chriſtians and good Subje&ts too x this difficult Caſe could then 
be no otherwiſe well and juſtiftably managed; and if ſome few for- 
got their Duty, and declared too ſoon for the Prince of Oraxge, 
his now Majeſty; this they only'are reſponkble for ;, thoſe that ad- 
hered to the late King till he actually I:fr the Narion and the G9- 
vernment, fell for want of thefirſt'Mover, are not reſpoalible for 
their Miſcarriage. if it was one. - 

In the Primittve'times, when this Doftrine was beſt both under. 
ſtood and pr2Rtiſed, their Loyalty was one of theie leſler Virtues, 
vpon which they never valued themfelves. It would haye been then 
a- mean piece of Virtne for a Man'to* have alledged*he ha4 been 
ever Loyal to his Prince, when a Rebel or a Traytor Chriſtian 


was athing they looked upon with horror and affrightment ; they 


expected Martyrdom every momeat,and were preparing for it at all 
times; they were told then, at their firſt admifſtan intothe Church, 
that they muſt expect Perſecution, and cvery one who took up that 
Profeſſion, did it with that Expectation.” Apd the Religion being 


contrary to the Eſtabliſhed Laws,- whoever! came. in to it, knew - 


beforehand that at ore time exgher he might be called to lay down 
his Lite for it, and when it happened, 1£was no new or ugexpetted 
accident, but foreſeen and provided for. 

But then they were not fo lilly as to be fond of their Petſecoto;s, 


or to wiſh or fight for it: Fe are (aid Tertalhan) defamed As Al Soap | 
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Enemies to the Emperour's Majeſty 3 tamen nuzguam Alvigiani, 
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4 "The Dodrine of Non-reſiſtance and Paſsive Obedience, 


nec Nigrizni vel Caſſiani inveniri potuerunt Chriſtiani ; Yee never 
Afoive. was any Chriſtian found liks Albinus, Peſcennius, Niger or Avidius 
C. XXIV: ©aflins Ujurping the Throne , and Invaging the Government, They 
prayed for the Emperor, and performed all the Duties of good Sub- 
zeCts till he perſecuted them, and endeayoured to deltroy the 
"pop 4% Church of God ; but then they changed their Notes, Quales ergo 
lib, 15.c,x, leges 1ſt , quas aaverſus nos ſoli exequuntur impii, injuſts, turpes, truces, 
ar Vita, vant, dementes * What Laws are theſe which none ever put in» Exe- 
Conft.!lib. 2. cution again't us, but impions, unjuſt, baſe, barbarons, vain and mad 
g fre mw Prince; ! Who ever pleaſeth may fee enough of this laid 
[03% together in Fovian, Pag. 161, and 162. There is not one of 
thoſe Pr nces who perlecuted> the Church, but he is repreſentcd 
to the World by theiFathers and Church Hiſtorians in the blackeſt 
Characters. That little Book that was written by Laltantins to 
ſhew the diſmal Ends, and ſad Cataſtrophies of the Perſecuting 
Princes, ſhews how far they were from being fond of Perſecution or 
Perſecutors; and by what hand ſoever the enraged Fool fell, 
the deliverance was aſcribed to God, who makes uſe of ſuch 
inſtruments as he thinks fir to puniſh bloody and tyrannical 
Men. And let any Man ſh:w me that the Primitive Chriſtians 

were diſcontented when they were delivered, if he can. 

So far were ſome of the Ancient Fathers from fighting for the 
perſecuting Princes, when they hapned to be dethrened or invaded, 
that they\yould not ſuffer a baptiſed Perſon to 1ſt himſelf in the 

Anz Cri. ſervice of a Pagan Prince, Tertulliar, ve corona, cap. 11, To which 
ſti 295. purpoſe he alledgeth that paſſage of our Saviour. He that rakes 
Cur Eccie- the Sword, ſhall periſh by th: Sword: But then, ſaith he, Plane ſi quos. 
a is . militia preventos fides poſterior wiverit, alia conditio eſt. T hoje who were 
&> proinde admitted to Bpriſm after they were liſted in the Service of the Emperor, 
in Maximi- werg not under the ſame obl:gatzon. And we have te Pailion of one 
[ian 4 Maximilign, an African, who ſuftcred Martyrdom for no athcr 
omar ops Canſe, but for that he would not ſerve the Emperor as a Soldier, 
rem ih And the Council of A-les, which firſt admitted baptized Peiſons to 
ti:zn.,,9 Take up 4ims, limited the Giant to times of Pearce, which was all 
ob fdem one with the fayirg , They would not allow it under Pagan Piin- 
Ci ces. From all which I ray reafonaily infer, They did not think 
"6 themſlves bound to beſtir themſelves for Pagan or perſecuting 
P. inces, as if the Church muſt have periſhed, vf they had nor had. 
the Honour to preſerve every Prince Gdd had (ct over them till he 
had ended iis R21gn and his Lite togetiier. 


Yet 
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n9 way concerned in the preſent Controverſies. 


Yet in all theſe times the Doctrine. of Paſſive Obedience was at 
the Higheſt never call'd in queſtior, never doubted of. Ir is as tru: 
alſo, The Roman Emperors, under whom they lived, were abſo- 
lute Independent Pcinces, whoſe Will was the Law ; aad the conſti- 
tution of the Empire differed vaſtly from that of England. So that 
we are not under the ſame Obligations they were, becauſe our 
Princes have not the ſame Legal Powers the Roman Emperors had : 
but then, I doubt not, but we are as much bound to ſubmit to the 
Legal Commands of a King off England, as the Primitiye Chriſtians 
were to the Legal Commands of their Princes. But this was no part 
of the Controverſie under the Reign of Zames II. who had as little 
Law as Reaſon for what he did: 

I could never meet with one ſingle Proteſtant, how diſcontented 
ſoever he was, that 7ames [1. is not (till King of England, who would 
pretend to juſtifie or excuſe any of his Actions ; no, they all grant 
his Deſign was certainly to extirpate the Proteſtant Religion, to 
enſlive, and conſequently to extirpate the Engliſh Nation: but 
then ſay they, What of all that, no evil 5s ro be done ,, we ought not 
co rebel to ſave a Church or a Nation. 

Why, what then? ſuppoſing all this were true, What is this to 
them ? Have any of them rebelled ? Yes, fay they, all that have 
ſworn Allegiance to their preſent Majeſties, have made defection 
from Zames II. who tho* he were never ſo bad a Man, is ſtill our law- 
ful Prince, and we are bound to ſwear Allegiance to no other, as 
long as he is alive, 

Tothis I reply, If the things laid to the Charge of James II, iq 
the Prince of Orange's Declaration, are true, and I think no body 
queſtions that, for all the ſame things, in a manner, are complained 
of in the Biſhops Propoſals, but one or two, which were too high 
for any Subject to take notice of , why then, -I ſay, That Prince had 
a jait Cauſe to make War upon Fames II. and if he was conquered 
by him, he has as good Right to our Allegiance, on that ſcore, as 
ever any conquzring Prince had. | y / 

But this is not all, It is well known, His now Majeſty offered to 
ſubmir all his Controverſies to the Deciſion of an Engliſh Parliament, 
which is more, perhaps, than was eyer done by any invading Prince 
beforez but Fames Il, was reſolved, That neither he nor we ſhould 
have any Right or Redreſs ; but rather than ſubmit to that, he would 


go make a Voyage to his rfoſt Chriſtian Majeſty for his Aſiſtance to. 


make a ſecond Conqueſt of us. 


There 
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{ 6 The Dottrineof Non-reſiſtance and Paſſive Ohedience, 


There has been much baadying, Whether 7Zames II. went volun- 
tarily away, or were forced; and this is a Queſtion not worth one 
Farthing, at the bottom. For if he went voluntarily, he was forcec; 
and if he was forced, he went voluatarily. 

I ſuppoſe no Mag eyer ſaid or thought he freely reſigned the 
Crown, but that his MiF-government had raiſed ſuch Jealouſies and 
Diſcontents in the Minds of his Subject that they neither conld nor 
would fight for him till he had in Parliament done Right, ficſt to 
his People, and then to the Piince. » This he was reſolved not to 
grant, be the Event what it would ; and when he ſaw himſelf de- 
ferted by all the World, ſtill he perſiſted in is Reſolution ; and 
after he had promiſed a Parliament,broke his Word wich the Prince 
and the Nation, and witharew his Perſon and Seals, and lefr us in 
Anarchy and Confuſion. Now, 1 ſay, he was not forced to &o this : 
he might, and as the caſe ſtood, he was bound to have granted 
a Parliament, and then he might have ſtaid with good ſafety to his 
Pcrion and Svvereignty. 

Now, if there be nothing asked of a Prince by his Neighbour- 
Prince upon an Invaſion, but what ke ought to grant and may grant z 
he is forced by no body but himſelf, if he will run away from his 
People, rather than do them and his Neighbour Right. 

But then, when we ſay, His retreat was voluntary, we do not 
pretend there was no force made uſe of, but that it was not made 
uſe of to that end. All that was asked by the Prince or his own 
Subjets, was a free and legal Parliament; and all the force that was 
uſed was to that End : And this he might and ought to have granted; 
| but if he would not,the Pcincy is not to be ſuppeled to. have brought 
[! 14000 Men, only to make a vainShew with all, . but either to force 
him to do him Right, or force him out of his Kingdom. 

* "This Prince was no Subject to, King 7ames, nor to any other 
Pcince, and conſequently was no Rebel : He had as well good Right 
| as a good Cauſe to invade this injurious Prince who had 1cjured both. 
him and bis goed Subjefts, and without a War would do no right 
either to the Prince or us. For the Prince had tried all. fair waies 
before he tricd Force, as is notoriouſly knowu to all the World. 
* But our Facob;tes prate of the Force that was uſed againſt him by 
another Sovereign Princc, as injugious;” only becayle it was Force. 
- Why, the Prince was no Subject, and if Fames I, would do him 
= no right without Force ( tho? we that were then his Subj=Cts had no 
Right to compel him) H E might lawfully compel him by Force to 
do what he ought to haye done without it, but would nor, TOR 
at 


s 
n9 way concerned m the preſent Controverſies. 


What Stupidity is it to deny aSvvereign Prince may make uſe of 
| Force againſt a neighbouring Prince that bas done him Wrong ? 

Well, but fay they, His Subjects ought to have fought for King 
Fames: To which | ſay, Why did they not, who hiadced them-from 
tighting ? No, they would not fight, or, which is a!l oae,- they 
durſt not 3; and now he is gone, they think to make him anends, by 
a ſullen diſclaiming of the preſent King's Sovereignty. 


But tho? they will not ſwear, they will promiſe to live peaceably 


under this King : That is, they will not own him for the lawful 
King of Ezgland, but they will ſubmit to him as they did to Oliver 
Cromwel, till they have an Opportunity to dethrone him, and de- 
liver him into the Hand of King James; and for this they would be 
allowed the ſame Condition with thoſe Subjects that have ſworn 
Allegiance to him. ls this reaſonable ? will they admit a Servant 
- er a Rival on the ſame Terms into their own Families ? 


Well but ſome of his Subjz&ts forſook, and others of them fought * 


againſt him, and almoſt all-che reſt ſtood ſtill, and would not fight 
for him. 1. What is this to them, if they have done as much fgr 
him as they could or ought, they ſhall anſwer for no body but 
themſelves. 2. What was the Reaſon, and who gave the Cauſe 
of this general Deſertion? 3. lt is denied that King 'Fames his 
Subjefts were bound to ſtand by him and fight for him. He had 
notoriouſly invaded and deſtroyed all our Civil and Religions Rights 
and Liberties, and deſigned the Ruine and Deſtrution both of 


them and us, and would give us no Aſſurance, we could rely on, - 


to do otherwiſe for the future 5 and therefore if it were unlawful to 
reſiſt him, it was alſo as unlawful to aſſiſt and enable him to deſtroy 
_ the true Religion, the Engliſh Liberties and Immunities ; nay the 
very Nation. | ; 
Now Jovian tells us, pag. 272. * Whoſoexer as contrary to 
© Law, in this Realm, to the Prejudice of any other Perſon, muſt 


* be ſabject to make Reparation by Law; againſt which the King * 


* himſelf can protelt no Man, as long as the Courts of Law are kept open -, 
(this has been ſufficiently confuted ) * ſo that there can be ro Ty- 
* ranny, nor any Perſecution, but a moſt exorbitant and illegal Per- 
* ſecution, which muſt preſuppoſe, That Juſtice is obſtruted, the 
* Laws and Lawyers ſilenced, the Courts of Judicature ſhut up, 
* and that the King governs altogether by Arbitrary Power and the 
*Sword. ( The Eourts were inJeed open, but wg know for all 
that, no Man could have any redreſs ; but the Conſequences were 
tne ſame as if they had been ſhut up. ) © But to ſuppoſe this ( (ith 
B | | 
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The Deftrine of Non-reſiſtance and Paſſuue Obedience, 


the DoCtor ) *© is plainly to ſuppoſe the utmoſt poſſibility, which 
© 1s next to an impoſhbility,a pollibility indeed in Theory, but ſcarce 
to be reduced into Practice, For im ſuch a violent Undertaking all 
* good Men would withdraw from the Service and Aſſiſtance of the King 5 
( matk that ) © and the Bad durſt not ſerve him, becauſe if he died, or 
© repented of bs Undertaking, they wuſt be anſwerable for all the Wrongs 
* and Illegalities they were guilty of in his Service, And a little lower 
he tells us, © To fue up the Laws or obſtruct and peryert Juſtice, 
* would prove an exceeding difficult and almoſt impracticable Un- 
© dertaking, becauſe all his good Subjects, and all the bad too, that 


-© tendered their own Safety, would deſert him; nay Foreigners, 


© upon this account, would makea Difficulty to ſerve him, becaule 
© he could not protect them againſt his own Laws. 

Now all this was done and averred in the Face of the Sun, this 
Poſſibility was brought into att, and things driven on to the utmoſt 
Extremity ; and the only Queſtion then was, Whether we ſhould 
intail this arbitrary tyrannical exorian Perſecution on our Peſtc- 
rity, without any Hopcs or Poſlibility of Redreſs,.or whether we 

zould withdraw from his Service, and ſecure our Rights and 
Religion by it? And this was done by all but the Iriſh and Pa« 
piſts, both Good and Bad, ina manner, as the Doctor foretold it 
would; and to me it ſeems altogether juſtifiable. I know the Doctor 
means only a- Civil Receſs; but if it was bighly puniſhable and 
Infamous to have perſiſted. ia a co-operation and Aﬀiſtance of 
theſe things, it was worſe and more puniſhable to have fought for 
them. mY 

And from hence I conclude, All that did withdraw from the 
Scrvice of the late King, when they faw he was reſolved on theſe 
1]legal exorbitant Courſes, are not to be blamed; and that the beſt 
of the Primitive Chrittians would have done the ſame thing, if it 
had been their lot to have fallen under ſuch a Prince. 

Tertul'izan, de corona, Cc. 12. expounds that Place of Scripture, 
Give unto Ceſar the things that are Ceſar's, and unto God the thivg s that 
are Goa's. Give the Man to God, and the Penny to Ceſar, | he Man 
bore Gog's Image, as the Penny did Ceſar's; and when God and 
Cef4r were in oppoſition, the whole Man was God's Right. So far 
were they irom thinking,their Loyalty'to their Prince obliged them 
to be © fI9val to their Religion, even then when they never thought 
of Reliſtiug, their hands were tyed up neither to afſiZ nor rclilt a 
againſt periecuting Prince, they wonl4d do neither of theſ- tho? they 
(peiified. And ar not we ſtill under the. ſame Obligations az " 

rang 


no way concerned in the preſent Controverſies. 


the latter as well as to the former? For Shame, let no Man boaſt 
of that Loyalty ts his Prince, which makes him Diſloyal to God and 
his Church, to whom his Duty is firft owing for in this Caſe it is 
our undoubted Duty, ro obey God rather than Man. Art thou then 
( ſaith Tertullian ) a Servant and Soldier to two, to God and Ca)ar too; 
certainly thow wilt not be for Ceſar when thou oweſt thy Seryice to God: 
even in common things, 1 yield to the better: or / believe thou wile be 
for the better. Sofar were they then from valuicg themſelyes upon 
the ſcore of their Loyalty to their Prince, 

The Dfloyalty*of two other Parties haye made the Church of 
E-gland take into the contrary Extreme; and as a Jeſuit wiſhed it 
might do ber math good, 10 Scorn:; So the had like to have paid roo 
dear for the Precencez and they that would now 2gain lacrifice 
her to their Intereſt and Reputation, are, to ſpeak ſofily, none of 
her beſt Friends. | 

They pretend we have not ſuffered enough for our (Religion, to 
juſtifie our Reſiſtance? Why, according to their Principles we are 
never to rehit, whatever we luffer, but to ſuffer on till there is not 
Sne Man left co reſiſt. - Now did eyer any' Man, before they, 
complain, That for the EleiFs ſake God had ſhortned thoſe. Dates & 
If they think we have not ſoffered enough for our Religion, they 
. may be pleaſed to go for France or Ireland, and there make” up 
what is wanting : But if they love Company, and would needs 
have us ſutfer with them too, | do not underſtand the Favour, If 
they are Prodigal of their own Lives and Fortunes in this World, 
they ought to be tender of other Men's ; Cruces nec colimns, net 
eptamu ;, We neither worſhip nor wiſh for Croſſes, ſaid Oftavins, a Prii> 
mitive Chriſtian : And ir is madneſs to deſire to be, and to bring 
others into afflition and Trouble, when God doth not willingly 
afflict or grieve the Children of "Men, and hath ſent us a Delive- 
rance, before we expected it, and ſooner than ſome Men are well. 
pleaſed, | : 

They have another ObjeAtion, which is full as ex:ravagant as 
this; If, ſay they, King I/:lliamhas WP yrs: King James, why 
doth he not claim the Crown by Conqueſt ? Why, he that has ſeve- 
ral Rights ro the ſame thing, may ute his beſt, and waye the reſt. 


Nemo jnre ſuo quod cum damn periculs coujunittum eſt, wuts conitur \, Groriyc, 


No Man is bound to produce an invidious Title: Should King Willzam 
have treated vs as a conquered People, they would-bave been the 
firſt that would have complaimed ; who now complain, only, be- 
cauſe they have not that Caſe, The truth is, they would have 
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him claim as a Gonqueror, that they might thence take occaſion 
to ruſne him , but he hasthe Right of a Conqueror, and the Right 
of a Lawful Succeſſor roo; and tho? his own perſonal Right of Suc- 
ceſſion is more remote, that of his Lady is immediate; and by it 
be claims, to our great Goed, and his immortal Honour : And 
they, inthe mean time, might, if they pleaſed, be as fſarisficd in 
the Right he has by conqueſt, as the Saxons were , when King 
William. won the Crown is a Battle, and wore it, under the- Pre- 
tence of an EleCtion, becauſe he could lay no Claim to it by Suce 
cefſion: And Henry VII, twiſted his Right by Conqueſt with his | 
* Deſcent from Lazcaſter, and his Right by Marriage, Byt thcſe 
Men ſeem not to care which wy our Ruine come, if we may but 
be miſerable; we have not ſuffered enough under King Fames, 
but he, too, would fain come in by Conqueſt, and if ever he ger 
the Crown 2gain that way, theſe Gentlemen will have no reaſon to 

complain of the Want of Suffcrings. x 
Tertuilian, who wrote"'his Apology for the Chriſtians, in or 
about the Year of Chrigt CC. as Pamelius ſtateth the Time, in his 
Annals of the Life of that Father, faith in his firſt Apology, c, 35 
'If we Chriſtians would become your publick and declared Enemies, or 
ſecret Revengers of onr own Wrongs, ſhould we want Force and number 
\ 70 ſupport it? We exceed the Moors, the Marcomans, and the Par- 
Thians, or ary other one ſingle Nation in the whole World ;, we are but of 
Yeſterday, and yet we have filled all your Places, your Cities, your 
Iſlands, ( afiles, Corporations, Councils, Tribes, Companies, Palace, 
Senate and Forum or Market Place, and we have left you nothing to 
enjoy alone but your Temples, now we who ſo willingly lay down our 
Lives, are we not thereby futed and prepared, do you think, to manage 
any War, tho" we were very much inferior in Number, if our Religion 
did not oblige us, rather to ſuffer Death than to infuft it ! we might 
without Arms or Reſiſtance, barely by diſagreeing with you, and the 
E:.uy of a Separation, very much endanger and diſquiet you, for if ſo 
great a part cf the Empire, as we now make, ſhould break itſelf off from 
the reſt, and retire into any remote Corner of the World, it would cer- 
:a'inly confound your Dommions, to loſe ſo many Subjelts, be their Qua- 
liry what it will, yea, our very departure from you world be a ſevere 
Pumſhment ;, the Deſolation and Silence we ſhould leave behind us, would 
ſtrike you with an Horror and Amazement, as vf the World were exqi- 
ring you would be forced to ſcek for new Subjetts to ſupply our Places ; 
and perhajs mg ſhould leave you more Enemies than Subjetts or Defenders. 
T his Place bas been often cited to prove the Doctrine of Paſlive 
Obedience; 
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Od:dience; and in tryth it isa noble Teſtimony of the Faith and 
Patience of thoſe Saints : But then the Citurch continued afcer this 
under Pagan and Perſecuting Princes one hundred and ten years, and 
ſomething more, in which ſhort time there is reckoned about twenty 
nine Emperors ; their tirfles being ſhort, and their ends Bloody ;, . 
they almoſt all of them periſhing by the Sword, Did any of the 
Primitive Chriſtians in thoſe days make any ſcruple to ſubmit 
'to the prevailing Power ? The ſame Author, in this very Apo» 
logy, puts the Queſtien to the Pagans, Vnde Caſſu., Nigri, & 
Albins, &6. De Romanis ( niſs fallor)) id eſt , de non Chriſtams. 
From whence are all your Oſurpers, Traitors, and Rebels ? They were 
(if T am not deceived ) alt Romans, that ir, 0 Chriſtians. Thole D 
very Loyal Pagans, that Perſecuted the poor Chriſtians, becauſe they | 


would not facrifice for the ſafety of the Empire and Emperor , 
Thoſe Loyal Pagans, who would ſwear &alſely by all their Gods, * .- 


L rather than by the ſingle Genius of the Emperor, they were the q: 
Men that ſo frequently depoſed, murthered, and deltroyed their q 
Princes; that in one hundred and ten years there was about titty = 4 
of them, and ſcarce three in all that time that died a natural "| 
Death. - 153 


But where were the Numerous body of Loyal Chriſtians in the ,.,,, 
mean time, who, as he tells Scapula, were ſo great a Multitade that Taxts be- 
they were almoſt the greateſt part of every City, and as he tells us minun mal- f 
in the other Apology, they were fit to have undertaken any the f##40, pars 
moſt dangerous War , though they had Heen iaferiour -ia_num- 7 mea 
bers, who ſo ſtoutly and fearleſsly ſuffered deaths, that were ex- ,y;yque. 
traordinarily dreadful for their Religion ? Why did they not 
appear in the defence of ſome of theſe poor miſerable Emperors, 
who were thus flwghtered one vpon the neck of another ? How 
could they ſatisfhie their conſciences to pay their Allegi2nce to 
thirty Emperors in one hundred.an4 ten years, and ſuffer above 
twenty of theſe to be depoſed and murthered: without ever ig the 
leaſt concerning themſelves what became of them, or who was in 
the Imperial Throne. Certainly here was ſome reaſon for cis, | 
it was not Cowardice , never in any Ape were there greater \ 
numbers of Heroical Martyrs than in this Ceiutvry ; four of tier 
Perſecutions fell in this ſhort. period of time; and rey bore the 
with all the bravery thac any of theic Anceſtors had ſhewp, The 
Depoſing Doctrine was not then dreamt of ; At the end of this ( 
dreadful Century they were as Innocent as at the beginning of it, 4 
there was never a Traytor or Uturper to bs yet charged vpon 
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the Chriſtian Church, Well, but what then, why did they ſuffer 
the Pagans to -murther therr -Princes ' at this rate ? How could 
they in canſciznce pray for thirty Emperors in one hundred and ten 
years, mot of which were ſtained with ghe Royal Bloods of their 
Predeceſſors z and who had no. other. Title than that of a Prot. 
perous Uſurpatien and a ſucceſsful Rebellion ? Let the Jacobites 
of ovr Age come forth now, and try if they can juſtitie thete 
Primitive Chriſtians in all this ; let them produce their Arguments 
and form Apologies for them, which ſhal) nor at the ſametime 
be unanſwerable Objeftions agaicft their own PraQite. 

Alt that I can fay for theſe Holy Men, is thi:, They folfowed the 
Example of our Saviour z and, as he faid in another caſe, who 
made me a Judge and a divider of Civil Ighericances, or of the 
Titles and Claims of Pgjaces? So they faid here, who has given 
us' Power or Command to intereſt our !<lyes in theſe things ? 
If we do'ovr Duty and ſubmit to and pray for thoſe Powers that 
we find ſet over us, by Men as the Inſtruments, by God as 
the great diſpoſer of Crowns and Secepters, we are ſafe ;: for it is 
he that Ruleth in the Kingdoms of Men, and ſets over them 
The baſeſt of Aden, \uch as Oliver Cromwel was, Kings given to 
ſinful Nations in his Wrath, and ſometimes as ſuddenly 2gaia 
taken away in his Anger z and at others continued longer for 
the Tryal- of his People or the chaltiſement of wicked Men. 


De rivitate Ge eAuftin ſaith, Let us aſcribe the gift of Kingdoms and Imperial 


Det, lib..V. 


47.21. 


Powers to none but the True God, ke that gives eternal felicity in 
the Kingdom of Heaven to none but the Pious : but the Earthly 
King dom, beth to the good and to the bad, as he pleaſeth, who. :s 
not pleaſed with injuſtice : For though we ſhould in this caſe ſay all we - 
know , yet it would at laſt be impoſſible for us, to ſearch the hearts 
of Men, and by a clear diſcovery to judge of the juſtice of ( God 
in relation to ) Kingdoms. That one True God therefore, who 
needs neither the Approbation ( Judgment) nor aſſiſtance of Men, 
when he pleaſed, and as far as he pleaſed, gave the Empire of the 
World to the Romans, who gave it before that to the Aſlyrians and 
Perfians. And a little lower, * He that gave the Ringdom or 
WS 'npice to Aarins, gave it to 7ulins Ceſar ;, he that gave it to 
© Auguſtus, gave It alſo to Nero; He that gave it to Feſpaſian and 
©734;, two merciful ſweet Princes, gave it alſo to Vomitian, 
* 2 molt cruel Prince: And that I may not be forced ( ſaithhe) to 
*run through all che Particulars, he that gave it to Conſtanine, 
© a Chriſtian, gaye it to Falian an Apoltate , whoſe great _ 
| *an 
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. © and Sacrilegious and deteſtable curioſity was deceived by the 
love of Empire; who truſting afterwards in thoſe yain Ora» 
*cles to which he was tco much addiſted, and being too 
© ſecure of the Viftory they had promiſed him, burnt his Navy 
© on the Tigris, which ſhould have ſupplied his Army with Pro- 
© viſions, and raſhly purſuing irrational Deſigns; was deſeryedly cut 
© off in the Enemies Country. | 
Now L[ would fain have our Facobrres tell me, whether the 
ſame True God has abandored the Government of the World, 
and when he did ſo? Did he give the Empire of the World 
to Neyo, to Domit;an, tO Julian the Apoſtate, all Uſurpers, and 
ſome of them Murderers of their Predeceſſors? nay, to Marin, 
who was the very Image of- O/zver Cromwel ? and has he not ſince 
that done any thing of that Nature ? Did not he that pave 
the Kingdom of Emgland to King James, give it allo to King 
William ? Did not the Primitive Fathers ſubmur to, and pray for 
Nero, Domititan and Tulian, ghough Murderers and Uſurpers, as 
well as to (laudins, Tits, ang -Conſtantivis. « It was well known, 
Clandins left a Son, whoſe birth was never queſtioned, and that 
Nero was ſet up by the Llatriegues | of Agrippina his Mother , 
Yet St. Paul owned his power to be of God, Row, 13. | For in that 
Princes Reign, -this Epiſtle was written, as Biſhop Pearſon proves 
in his Annals of Sr. Paul, pag. 15.' But the Chriſtians were few 
m number then, Well, but they were numerous .enough- in the 
ſceond and third Century, but they were all of St. Augaſtin's 
mind then too, and left God to diſpoſe of the Kingdoms of 
the World as he, thought fit. Now how did .they know that 
he had given the Empire in their times to this of that Man, 
but by the event? and was that ſufficient to juſtifie - them in 
their acquieſcing in, and ſubmitting to, the Will of God thos diſco- 
vere”) and witinot the ſame be ſufficient to us too.? Is not the ſame 
Providence as powerful and as vigilant in our times as in theirs ?- 
For my part | was none of them that did, vr durſt have reſiſted 
or Rebelled againſt King Fame: : but when he chofe rather to leave 
his Kingdom, than to do his Subjets Right ; it was juſt with 
Ggd and Man to confiim the Fleftion he had made; and ſee- 
ing he would not continue in the Station, God had placed him 
In (that of a Reeylar and Limited Monarchy -) but aſpired to 
an Abſolute and unlimited Arbitrary Empire, and perſecuted 
thoſe who had ſet hin! up and preferved- him in his- Throne; 
is.was juſt, I:fay, that God ſhould fay unto him as he ory - | 
aul, 
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Sawl, Becauſe thou haſt rijelted the word of the Lord ;, be hath re- 
jetted thee from being King. Seeing you have provoked and de- 
| ferted your People, and have fl:d into a ſtrange Country, when 
704 might by obſerving your Oath and your Laws, have lived 
Cnntte in your own; you ſhall reap the fcuic of your own 
folly, and 1 will give it to a neighbour of thine that 5s better than 
05. 
4 Now I would fain know of my Country men, who are till 
« dillatibfied, what I or -any of the other Members of the Church 
of England, who never reliſted King Fames till he left us, have 
done more than the Pcimitive Chriſtians did in the like Circum- 
| ſtances; and I would have them produce but one Example in 
_ all thoſe times of a Chriſtian that -di& ſcruple ro ſubmit to, or 
pray for, the Prince that was ſet over him, be his Title what 
Leftantivs 1e would. And when his hand is ia, let him fſhew me the 
a: mortibys Chriſtian that deſired"the Reſticution of Dvocleſian or Liciniu', 
perſecuts- two perſecuting Princes, who were as maniteltly laid aſide as 
Exch King Fames was or could be; ſuppoſing he was purely forced, 
i, HE. and that there was nothing of his will in it, which yet were a very 
&.13, eCx:ravagant Suppolition. : 
2. I come now to the Second thing , I propoſed to examine, 
Whether thoſe who ſtand for the Non-reſifting Doctrine ace by 
it bound to endeavour the Reſtitution of Fames the Second, 
now he had deſerted the Throne, and withdrawn his Perſon 
and Seals ? | 
| have in part anticipated this Enquiry in the former part, 
as it was impoſſible to do otherwiſe, by ſhewing the Primitive 
Chriſtians who owned and practiſed this Doctrine to the higheſt, 
did yet never concern themſelyes for the Titles or Succeſlions 
.of their Princes, but ſubmitted to thoſe they found in the 
Fhrone, good, or bad, by what Right, Title or Pretence ſo- 
ever they came 10, 
- The only reaſon that can be given for this, is what I have 
aſſigned out of St. Anguſtin, viz. Trat the Kingdoms of the 
World were lo particularly under. the Government of God, 
that no pegſon could uſurp them without, his particular jy 
and Providence. They did not in this caſe make any differeiſce 
between his Approbation and Permiſſion: They knew and ac- 
knowledged this thing was managed in ſuch manner, that it wzs 
zmpoſlible for Man ſometimes after tle utmoſt ſearch to find 
our the reaſon of it; but yet they faid alſo with Sr. Argeſn, 
Go 


. 
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Goa could approve nothing bat what was juſt, and in this be ſuce nothing 
could happen but 'what he approved: ro force, no fraud ever 
prevailed againſt any Prince that was in Pofii flion, but by the 
Will, and Approbarion of God Almighty, | | 
The only ObjzCtion that can be made againſt this, is, That 
this will ſeem co make God the Author or Approver of the 
ill things that have been done to good Princes in the ſeveral 1 
Ages of the World. To which I reply, That God has very | i 
great Reaſon and Juſtice in all his Actions, though it is net 
always known to Men. The beſt of Men have been guilty of great 
offences, ſoine of which have not been known ro Men in general, and. 'F 
others that were known have not been committed to writing, ard i 
are loſt ; but when all things ſhall in the laſt Day bediſcovered, 
then it will appear, That God was juſt inal} his ways, and righteous 
in all his works. | | 
And though God has plcaſed to. ſettle the Kingdom of the 
World in certain Families and Perſons as he thought fir, yet tre 
has not thereby bound up his own| hands ſo, that let them do 
what » th:y pleaſe, every perſon that is by his Providence ex- . 
alted to a Throne muſt necellarily Reign till his Death, and ſhall 
then be ſucceeded by none but his next right Reir. Ged never 
made a perſonal promiſe to any Family, but that of, Davi1; 
and after that to Fehu: but in the Family of Davi4 ( as the 
Promiſe was in part conditicnal ) there were many ſalfe ſteps, and? 
aberrations from the true Rules of an Hereditary Succeſſion ; 
and for the ſins of Solomon, God rent ten of the Tribes out of 
the hand of Rehoboam his Son, which never after rcturn«d under: 
the Houſe of David; and though this is ſtiled a Rebellion, yer = | 
God owns. that thys thinz war from him, 1 Ring. 12, 24. And ki 
the Family of eh ended in the fourth deſcent, as it wzs fore- = 
. tcld. LES | 
Now put theſe two together, That there is a partictiar. Provi- 
dence, that particularly concerns it {cif in the diſpoſing of Crow1s, _ [ 
againſt which neither Fraud ncr Foice can prevail: And, Troat 
God has an abſvlute Right, as well as fu!] Power to diſpole of the 
Kingdoms of the World as he pleaſe; and accordingly has in every 
Age of the World, de fatto, diſpoſed of them; and the, Conclu- 
fion will be, That whoſoever aſcend; a Throne, and reigns in any 
Kingdom, doth it bythe Will and Appointmeat of God: And in 
this no Wrong is done by God, for he may diſpoſe cf what is his 
own, when and how he pleaſe : A!] Princes are Gods AMinters 204d 
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Depnties, and, when he pleaſe, he may lay them aſtde, and fet vp 
others rm their ſtead. 

And this in 2eneral is true of all Princes, Gecd and Bad but 
as to the latter, to what purpoſe are Prayers and Tears tfilec, 
The Arms of the Church againſt perſecuting Princes, if they were 
of no Force? ts what purpoſe ſhould Men cry unto the Lord, be- 
cauſe of the King, if he were reſolved never to hear them; or 
which is all ene, never to help them? And the Difhcvlty is the 
{ame yet; if l may not accept of a Deliverance, when it comes. 
Why, if God is pleaſed to put an end to the Life of an ill Prince, 
and to ſet up the next immediate Succeſſor, then I may ſay I am de... 
I:vered ? But when did God oblige himſelf to this ? That he would 
exerciſe this his moſt Sovereign Juriſdiction, over Princes, only 
ORC way ; and chat every Prince ſhould be ſucceeded by none bur 
his next immediate Heir: Where has he obliged us to accept of no 
ther Deliverance, and to rej a!) other Succeſſors but thoſe that 
we took to be the right, with che loſs of our Lives and Fortunes ? 
Did the Primitive Fathers of the Church act or write thus, or how 
come we to be under other Laws than they were ? 

If Fames II. governed us as he ought, according to his Laws and 
his Oath, we are bound, in Gratitude, to deſice the continuance 
of his Government, and to be much concerned that we are not 
{ti} under his Scepter; for he was once the undoubte1 rightful Ring 
of England : But if it was otherwiſe, if he perſecuted that Church, 
he promiſed and vias bound to protect, and did not treat vs like 
Enpliſhmen, but like Slaves, what reaſon have we to defire, now we 
are delivered, to be' again brought into the ſame Circumſtances 
we fo lately groaned under ? Nero, Domitian and Decius, thethree 
frſt Perſecutors of rhe Chriſtian Church, all of them periſhed by the 
Sword ;, but Yalrsan, the fourth, as he is reckoned by Lattantins, 
did not eſcape neither z Ar illum Deus novo ac ſmgulars pxne genere 
adfecit, mi effet poſteris documentum adverſarios Dei ſpe dignam ſeelere 
ſho recipere mercedem : God took, a new Courſe with him, and infl:tted 
por him a new hind of Puniſhment, that he might teach Piſterity, T hat 
the Enemies of God do often meet with a Recompence worthy of therr 
Wickhedneſs :, for he being taken Priſoner by the Perſians, loſt not only hes 
Sovereignty, which he had moſt inſolently abuſed, but his Ltberty alſs, 
which he had deprived others ur; ſtly of ; and he continued in wretched 
Sexvitude to the Day of his Death; \not only deſtitute of Help or Pity, 
but ſcorned and trodden upon by his prond Enemy, Did the Chriſtians 


of this Age petition for their old Perſecutor, did they refuſe to be 


under 
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under the milder Gavernment of his Son Gallienus, becauſe the E:ſeb. !. 5. 
Father was [till living, tho” ia Captivity? No, he teils us, Tnat Þ Pod. aca 
this was added to his Puniſhment ; that thouzh he bad a Son, which + 2:6 wi 
tacceeded in the Empire, yet there was no Revenger of his Capti- agus 20. 
vity and Slavery, nec emnino repetitas eſt, nor was he, in the leaſt, fr9s com- 
ever demanded or defired. : : pro aha 
. N-xt after him arofe F Aurelian, a mad and a raſh Prince, who ,;.-. 
was cut off in the beginning of his Rage : After him came * Die- E..5.2.30. 
clefian, who was hardly perſuaded to begin a Perſecutizn, but raged P- 231. 
more than any of his Predecellars; ſoon aſter he fell into a Sick» ; ogy" 2 
neſs, and was thought by the Violence of it to have been dead ;, but 5,17. 4 
tho? he eſcaped with his Life, 'he was a long time gdiſtrated, and murrivus 
was forced hy Galerims, Imperi cedere, tO reſign the Empire, in tte prſecer. 
Year 305. f and although he lived to the Year 313. which was nine T mane 
Ycarsafcer ve was depolied, none of the Chriſtians of that Age de- ,,,*11,-... 
ſi:ed he ſhould again aſcend the Throne. | drinunfay, 
One of the laſt of the Pagan Princes, that perſecuted the Church, be lived to 
was Licinw, upon whom Conftartine made War, for that very Caule, the was 
and reduced him to a private Life, - in Thrace, in the Year 324. 3” 
and in the Year 325- put bim to death, for endeavovuring to recover 
his Throne : But neither here did the Chriſtians, that were his Sub- 
j:&s, deſire again to be under their Pagan Perſecuting Prince, rather 
than under their Dehiverer, Conſtantine. | : 
Julian the Apoſtate was the lalt Pagan Pciace that reigned ia the 
Roman Empire, and he periſhed in Perſia, by an unknown Hand, 
within two Years and one Month; and was followed, hoth living 
and dead, with the Deteſtation of that, andall the ſucceeding Ages. 
S. Ambroſe, as he is cited by Grotizs, de jure bells & paris, ſaith, £36. 1. 4p: 
This Apoſt ate hid many Chriſtian Soldier s under him, who when becom- 1:5 9+ 
manded them, To (tand to their Arms, againſt the common Enemy of © 
theer Country, obeyed bim \, but when be commanded them to fi; bt ag aint 
tbe Cbriſtsans, -then they acknewledged the Emperar of Heaven: That is, 
they refuled to ſerve him ip this. And the famous Thebean Legion 
made this their Apology, We offer our Service againſs any Enemy 1 p 
but we eſteem st an Impiety to ſtain them with the Bloods of Innoccut Men: 
You may command our Hands againſt the Wicke 4 and your Fnemies, but 
we cannot butcher the Pra, and our fellaw=Suljetts. We do well rememe- 
ber, That we took up Arms for, and not againſt our Countrymen, and we 
have ever fought for Tuſtice, for Piety, and the Preſervation of the 
Iunocem : Theſe things have butherto been the Rewards of our Dangcrs. 
Shall we, oh Sir, ever ve able to keep our Faith and cur promiſe to you; 
C |2 | :7* we 
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i: if we now f.ul of performing our Promiſe to our God ? They were then 

'*L {aid fo be led into France, to fight againſt the Bagande, a ſort of | 

outlawed Chriſtians, whe were forced, by the Iniquity of the Times, 
to take up Arms under Diecleſian; and were all of them deſtroyed 
by Maximianns;, fo that if that Story be true, it is a pregnant 
Teſtimony, That the DoCtrjne of Paſſive Obedsence doth not oblige 
any Man to lend his Afliſtance to the Ruine of the true Religion, 
Sorratis H, Beſide theſe Pagan Princes, there were ſome Ariaz Princes, who 
anos fp ** treated the Catholicks of their Times very hardly ; and though 
mY 't®>*3* none of the Chriftians of thoſe Times rebelled againſt them, yer 
| neither would the Catholicks aſliſt the Arian Princes againſt the 
Catholick Biſhops, as is plaia in the Story of 8. Ambroſe, and the 
many Tumults at Conſtantinople, Antioch and Alexandria, in thoſe 
Times; and when theſe Princes ſell) by the Juſtice of God, in Civil 
or Foreign Wars, their Ends were looked upon as deſerved : Thus 
Valens p:rifhed in Tarace, and Palentinian, the younger, at Yienne, 
the one by the Hands of the Geths, and the other by the Procnre- 
ment of Arboga/tesr, an Uiurpzr;, and the untimely Dzaths of cheſe 
two Pciaces, proved the Exaltation of Theodoſuss, the Reſettler of 
the Catholick Religion, and the extirper of Ar;aniſm, in the Ro- 
man Empire. 

In all the various Events of theſe Times, the Providence of God 
ordered things for the good of his Church, and the Chriſtians of 
thoſe Times, left them to his Diſpoſal, and ſubmitted ro thoſe he 
jet oyer them, quietly, and without diſputing their Rights or 
Titles; whereas Procopics, who claimed the Empire, as couſin to 
7ulian the Emperor, periſhed in the Attempt, withour pity, or the 

[| Regard of the Church. 

There is no part of the Reign of Zames II. that has not heen 
examined and repreſented by many Pens; ſo that it were a needleſs, 
but an ungrateful Task for me, to rip it up againz it may luffice 
to ſay, in general, Never any of our Princes ſo openly attempted 
the Ruine of the Engliſh Liberties, or weat ſo far in it; never 
did any Man more openly endeavour the Ruine of an eſtabliſhed 
Religion, or by more illegal OBucſes thanthe : nor Laws, nor Qaths, 
nor Promiſes, nor Gratitude could reſtrain him; he broke through 
all the Barriers God and Man had put in his Way, and ſeemed r: - 
ſolved to ruine ws or Himſelf; no Remonſtrances. from abroad, 
ne Pc<titiohs at home, could work upoa him, till he ſaw the Sword 

| coming to cut up the Gourd he had planted, - and was ſo fond J ; 
| then indeed, be ſremed to relent and to give back; but ſtill ” 
| WOu 


no way concerned i the preſent ( ontrover ſites. 


would be truſted z he would yield up nothing, but ſo as that he 
might, when the Danger was over, re-aſſume the ſame again. An 
Engliſh Parliament was the thirg, in the World, he moit hated, 
becaule he foreſaw, if it was Free, there was an end, for ever, of 
the Hopes of ſetting up Popery in this Kingdom ; and that was. his 
main and almoſt oaly Deſign ; and yet, as fond as he eyer ſeemed 
to be of an Abſolute and Uncontroulable Power, if he had been of 
our Caurch, he would not have hazarded all for'it, but he would 
have managed Things with ſome Reſerve z but the Jeſuites he took 
into his Boſom, and his Queen, eſpecially, ſpurred him on , and 
put him upon theſe Courſes, only by repreſenting to him the Glory 
and Merit of extirpating the Northern Hereſies, and fertling the 
Catholick Religion in England. 

Well, but what bas he done ſince he left ue, that may give us any 
Aſſurance, we were miſtaken, as to what was paſt, or may hope 


for better Uſage for time to come ? Why, there have been ſome 


General Promiſes made : In the Letter, pretended to be (ent to the 
Lords and-Commons of Exglaxad, arid afterwards printed iu London, 
he, or ſome other Perſon for him, tells us; We are reſolved, No- 
thing ſhall be omitted on our Part ( whenever we can with Safety re- 
turn ) that can contribute towards the Reareſs of all former Errors, or 
. preſent Diſorders, or add to the ſecuring of the Proteſtant Religion, or 
the Property of every inarvidual Subj. , intending to refer the whol: to 
a Parliament. legally called, freely elefted, and held, without conſtraint 1 
wherein we ſhall not only have a particalar regard t> the Church of En2z- 
land, as by Law eſtabliſhed, but alſo give ſuch Indulgence to Diſſenters, 
as onr People ſhall have ne reaſon to be jealous of, not erpecing, foz the 
future, any other Favour to thoſe of Dur own Pecſuaſtoa, chan che 
exerciſe of their Religion in their own pzivace Families, . © 
This Letter bears date at S. Germans en Laye, Feb. 3. 1633. 


The Letter to the Convention of Scorland runs in a higher ſtrain, 
V 


WE think fit to let you know, Toat We have at all Twmes relied 
upon the Faithfulneſ: and Affection of you, Our Arcient People, 
fo much, that in Our greateft Mi:ifortunes, heretofore, We haa recom [t 
' to your Aſſiſtance, | and that with good *urceſs ro Our Aﬀairs : ſo row, 

again, We require of you to ſupper: Our Royal Intereſt, exp:fing from 
you what becomes Loyal Faithful Subjets, gererous and beſt Aer, 


that will neither ſuffer your ſelves to be cajole4, nor ſ1ighted unto any 


Attion miscecoming true hearted Scytchmen ; and thu; t) ſuppert the 
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Honour of the Nation, you will contemn the baſe Example of D\ſlzyal 
Hen, andeterniſe your Names, by a Loyalty ſmitable to the many Pro- 
feſſrons you have made to Us: in doing whereof you ſhall chufe the ſafeſt 
part, ſince thereby you will evite the Danger, you muſt needs undergo ; 
the Inf.emy and D:ſgrace you muſt bring upon your ſelves in this World, 
and the Condemnation due to the Rebelliows, m the next, and you will 
likewiſe have the Opportunty to ſecure to your ſelves and your Poſterity,the 
(> gracions Promiſes, We have ſo oft made of ſecuring your Religion, Laws, 
Properties, Liberties and Rights, which We are fill reſolved to perfo2m, 
as ſoon as ts poſſ;ble for Us ro meet you ſafely in a Parliament, of Our 
Ancient Kingdom : In the mean time, fear not to declare fori Vs, your 
Law ful Sovereign, who will not fail on Our Parts, to grve you ſuch 4 
ſpeedy and powerful Aſſiſtance, as ſhall not only enable you ro defend 
your ſelves from any Foreign Attempt, bat put you in a Condition to afſert 
our Right a7 ainſt our Enemies, who have depreſſed the ſame by the blackeſt 
of Uſurpations, the moſt unjuſt, as well as the moſt unnatural of all At- 
tempts, which the Almighty God may for a Time permit, and let the 
Wicked Proſper, yet then muſt bring Confuſjon on ſuch Workers of Iniqui« 
ty. We further let you know, That we will pardon all ſuch as ſhall re- 
turn to their Duty, before the laſt Day of this Month, incluſtve;, and 
that We will puniſh with the Rigor of Our Laws, all ſuch as ſhall tand 
out in Rebellion againſt Us or Our Authorny. 
Given on Board the S. Michael, March 1. 1689. 


A Jeſuit, who printed a ſmall Paper, under the Title of Advices 
given tons R. H. M. the Prince of Orange, ly one of his moſt fauhful 
Servants. Your Emiſſaries ( ſaith beg ) made uſe of the* Mantle of 
Religron, to create inthe Minds of the People (of England) falſe In- 
_ of the Deſigns of the King their Maſter , whilft they who 
knew the Bottom of the Buſineſs { the Jeſuites ) and his true Intentions 
-as well as you, are fully perſwaded, That this 14 a good Prince, who 
aefireth nothing ut to paſs the remainder of bus Life in Peace ;, and who 
would be well=contented to obtain from his Parliament, the free Exerciſe 
of his own Religion, without giving the leaſt Diſturbance to that which 
the greater part of his Suljetts profeſs. It 1s not poſſible for you to take 
roo mhch care to hinder this Trath from ſpreading ut ſelf amongſt the 
People, &c. 

Thus the late King promiſeth and threatneth ; and the true 

© hearted Feſuzte, who would not for the- World ſpeak one Tittle 
of Untruth, to an Heretick of the firſt Magnitude, voucheth for 
him, and would makethe whole Society, that Holy Society, ay 

x as 
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* n04vdy concerned in the preſent Controverſies. 
has ſo Freat an Influence over the Mind and Actions of that good 
Prince, Grantee for the Performance of all theſe fine things : Nay, 
I will uudertake, if the Engliſh Hereticks will once more put their 
Heads into the Yoke, Thar Lew: the Fourteenth, too, ſhall paſs 
his Royal Word and uaqueſtionable Faith, That Fames the Second 
ſhall, for the future, keep his Faith with them, in ſpite of all the 
Canons of the Church of Rome tothe contrary, as well as he himſelf 


| has his te his own Proteſtant Subjects, 


The Letter to the Convention of Scotland, was dated on Board the 
S. Michael, a French Ship, then in the Road of Breſt; and the late 
King was then paſling in her into Treland;, where he arrived the 
12th of Marchat Kinſale, with twely® French Men of War, three 
Fire-ſhips and eight Mecchant-Ships. Now, notwithſtanding the Kings 
Promiſe of Pardon to thoſe of Brandon, ſeveral were indifted at the 
Aſſizes, inſemuch that thirty or forty of them fled and came to Briſtol 3 
being frighte4 at the Bloody Proceedings againſt one Mr. Brown af 
Cork, who was hanged, drawn And quartered at the ſame Afſſizes. 


Several Petitions were alſo preferred for the Pardons of Sw T nomas 


Southwel and Captain Mills and many ethers, who being taken in their 


Wayto the North, were 6arried to Galloway 3 and there tried and Con- 


demned to die, but the King rejetted their Petitions | but however, re- 


prieved them for three Weeks, deferring ut till his Arfival at Dublin, t 


which Place he jet forward on the 21ſt of March, 
Nor was the reſt of his Proceedings, in that miſerable Kingdom 


-unlike this beginning, allche Engliſh being plundered of all thew 
' Horſes and Arms firſt, then of their Cattle and Houſhold-ſtuff, and 
at laſt of their very Cloaths, that they might be reduced to a neceſ- 


ſity of periſhing by Hunger, Nakedneſs and Want ; and great num- 
bers of them deſtroyed by pretended Legal Proceedings, becauſe 
they would not at ficſt Summons open their Doors, and ſuffer che 
Rabble -to plunder them of all they had; which | have had from 
ſome- of my near Relations, who fled on that account. 


The twenty fifth of March a Proclamation was iT1ed by him for 
the fitting of a Parliament the 7thof May, at Dublin, as it accor- 
dingly. did; whexeia they paſled thele Acts. 


| 
I. An Att tolevy 20000. a Month for 13 Months. 


U. For repealing the Act of Settlement, and reſtoring old Pre- 
prietors. we 


I, Fox Liberty of Conſcience, 


IV, For 
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IV. For taking cff Penal Laws and Oaths. ; 

V. For taking off al) Wrirs of Error and Appeals to England. 
ak For taking off Valuation Money and other Rights from the 

ergy. | 

Vil For repealing the Act of the 23d. of C &ober, 1641. 

VIII. No beneficof Clergy for two Years. 

IX. All Patents for Offices void. 

X. [rciand tO be independent of England. 


They ſeized inthe mean time all the Proteſtants Eftates who fled 
into England; and all this they effected by the 26th of Fane. 


1. After this they paſſed an At for repealing Poyn#ng's Law. 
2. Apainſt counterfeiting Foreign Coins, 
2, And an Act for the attainting of many hundreds of the Nobj- 


licy and Gentry cf lrelaxd, who were fled to England. 


But the Town of London- Derry holding out, and an Army being 
every Day expected from England, the 18th of Faly this Parliament 
was prorogued till Oftoher ; And notwithſtanding their AC for 
Liberty of Conſcience, and the dreadful ExpeCtativn of a ſudden 
Revenge from England, the Popiſh Clergy took poſſeſſion of the 
Titbes and Church Revenues; and many of the Proteſtant Clergy, 
were clapt up in Priſon, in order to be ſent into France, 

All that our difcontented Party, here in England, have to ſay to all 
this is, That we muſt not believe all is told, as out of Ireland ; 
but they mear, That we muſt believe norhing of it, but call ig 
King Fames, and try if he will uſe vs at the ſame rate, 

We have a Proverb, Trat Experience #s the Miſtreſs of Fools; and 
certainly ncne bur ſuch will come a ſecond time under her Difci- 
pline, win they have fſolately tried its and ſee every Day hun- 
dreds ol the Nobility, Gentry and Clergy of Ir:iand flze hither to 
ſave rkcir Lives, with the loſs of all beſides, who agrce very 
exactly one wit:t another 1n theſe dreadful Stori's. | 

Now let it be conſidered, Th-t nothing was asked by the Biſhope, 
in their Propoſals, and by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 


"their Petition of the 17:h of Nevember, but a free and legal Par- 


liament, and the redreſs of our Grieyances ; ' and that this was the 
principal thing, inſiſted/on by the Prince of Orange in his Declare- 
tior.; viz, Tiata free and legal Parliament mig nt ſettle and adjuſt 
all things in D cence or Diſputes; ' and that it was obſtinately 

| refuſed 


n9 way concerned in the preſent Comtroverſies. 


refuſed till the 23:þ of that Month, and then granted when it could 
be no longer denyed, the greateſt pait of the Nobilicy and Army 
being then gone over to the Prince. 

Let alſo that Paſſage in the Proclamation of the 20th of Nos 
vember be confidered. For the reconciling all Publich bre:8%2s and 
obliterating the very Memory of all paſt Miſcarriages, We do here- 
by Exhort and kindly Admoniſh «ll our Subjetts to diſpoſe themſelves 
to Eleft ſuch Perſons, for their Kepreſematives in Parliament, as 
may wot be byaſſed by Prejudice, or Paſſion, but qualified with Parts, 
Experieice and Prudence proper for this Conjuniture, and agreeavle 
to the Ends aud Purpoſes of this Our Gracious Proclamation. And 
after this, that by his Mellage of the 8th of December, ſeat by the 
three Lords to the Prince of Orange, He promiſed, That he would 
Conſent to every thing that could be reaſonably required for the ſecu- 
rity of thoſe that came to it;, that is, to the Parliament. And 
that the 1orh of December he tent for the Lord Mayof and Al- 
dermen and Sheriffs of London to Whitehall, and again palled his 
Word to them, That though ths Queen and Child were 'gore 


for France, He would ſtay with them ; And though this Evening he 


received ſuch an Anſwer from the Prince to his Propoſals, that 
he could not but acknowledge, 7: was fairer than be could or 
did expect; Yet after all theſe ſolemn ingagements he” burnt the 
Writs for the Summoning a Parliament, and went the very next 
Morning away for Fraxce, as his Roman Catholick Friends had 
foretold he would above a fortniglt before. And who accor- 
dingly ſent a Letter to him whzlſt he was at Falisbury, per- 
{wading him to come back from thence, and withdraw himſelf 
out of the Kingdom, and leave it in confuſion ', Aſſuring him, That 
within two years or leſs the Nation would be in ſuch Diſorder, that 
he might come bach and have his Eids of it : That is, Ruine both 
our Civil Rights and our Religion. 


When 3ll thcle folema promiſes were thus eaſily broken,or rather 


never intended to be kept at the very time they were made, and 
all thoſe he has ſince made have been violated in Ireland, where 
only te had powcr to keep or break his word, what can we Con- 
, clude, but that, as a Miniſter of State told our Planters, Ir 1s very 
Knaccent, not to ſay undutiful, to tax (this ) King with his Promiſes ; 
Who of all Mankind has {hewn the leaſt regard in time palt 10 
then, and for time to come can never be blamed for any breach ? 
the Parties that take his word being alone reſponſible: for their 1n- 
corrigible folly. | 
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Some gf theſe Men have confeſled to me, That if-ever he be re- 

ſorcd they expett to be treated as they were before (without Truth, 

Juſtice or Mercy ) but yer if it be bs Right, be muſt have its And 

they cannc: think his Right can be determined but by Death or 
a-yoluntary ſurrender, or a Conqueſt made by meer Foreigners, 

to the utter Ruine of the Engisþ Nation. And they will admit 

no Anſwer to theſe their Scruples, but what ſhall be palpable, con- 

victive to that degree that they can make no ObjeCtion againt 

it. New if they admit allthe dreadful conſequences that attend 

this relapſe, and yield up both Church and Nation to certain and 
inevitable ruine, only that they may not be damned for Perjury 

and D.ſobedience to a King that has left tnem when he might 

have ſtaicd; and now offereth to return and do what he then 
refuſed; What thall we alſo conſent and ſacrifice our ſelves and 

pur Poiterity to the humour or ſcruples of theſe Men ? Shall we 

ſuffer the Engliſh Church, Liberties, and the very People of Es. 

land to be deſtroyed to gratihe two or three hnndred perſons? 
BifhopXen, | have been told from good hands, Taat one of our Biſhops 
* . faid, Theugh he could not fatisfie his own Scruples, yet he thought 
the Engliſh Nation fools if ever they ſuffered King James to return ; 

and I may from hence reaſonably conclude the far greateſt part 

of our Scruplers are ſatisfied in the main, and do heartily. with 

they could- alfo.be of the ſame mind with the ret of their Bre- 

thren in the reſt ; ſo that the caule is balf obtained againſt them, 

and thoſe that ſhall-finally perſiſt will, I hope, not meet with much - 
Compaſſion, ir being ſcarce poſlible there ſhould not be a very 

great deal of Will in ſo much blindneſs. | 

FI OP Our Neighbours abroad have- obſerved with wonder, That Eng- 
teret des. 1and was delivered from an. Arbitrary Government, which threatned_ 
Princes the uine and Deſolation of the whole Nation, and the Ieftruttion 
Chretievs, of our Religion, without the ſhedding any of our Blood, and that the Avr- 


: Br 376: yy of our Deliverer has committed no Diſorder or Rapine in any 
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of our Places through which it paſſed. Now one would think the man- 
ner of our Deliverancewere a Mercy almoit equal to the Deli- 
verance ; No, they cry,.ift King Wilkam the Third had entered 
England as William the Firſt did, and had lain fifty or ſixty 
thouſand Exgliſh Men in a Battle, then it had been a trne Conqueſt, 
and would have juſtified our ſubmiſſion, and God would not have - 
been offended with us if we bad transferred our Allegiance from 
the. beaten Fames to: the Victorious King Willam.. Now if Men 
were like Beaſts, altogether diſtitute of the uſe of Reaſon, and ca-. 
| | | \ pable 


no way concerned in the preſent Controverſies, 


pable. of no -Refl:Ction but the terrour of a brandiſh:d and 
irreliſtable Sword, then there might perhaps be ſome force in this 
reaion : but if a Man is conquered whenever h2 is brought to 
ſubmit to another z the Nobleſt as well as the moſt effeQual Con- 
queſt is that of the Pen, Swords conquer Bodies only, Reafan and 
latereſt, Juſtice and Mercy, ſubdue Souls too, and at once bring 
the whele Man under; whereas Brutiſh force can triumph over 
none but the brutiſh half of a Man. A Lyon or a Woolf may 
maſter my Bady and: bring me under his power , fo that IT nei- 


25. 


ther can nor durſt reſiſt him s bur aone bur an Hero can bring 


me to a willing Submiſſion when 1 am free, none but an Hero 
would with his own hazard deliver me from Slavery when [ 
were Ooppreſs'd. St, Peter faith, & 3 ns 1nmwm, Tiry x, def erara, 
By whom a Man is overcome, him he muſt ſerve ,, That 1s, he can- 
not refit him 5, and it is as true, he whom I neither can nor darſft 
reſiſt, has conquered me, When James the Second was dzfired to 
leave Whitchall and go to Ham; and ſent to his now Majeſty 


for leave to go rather to Rocheſter, than to any other place , It was a 


| Plain Confeſſion he was no longer Free, s.e. That he was brought 
in!o bondage, and conſequently that he was conquered : if Con- 
queſt be nothing but the depriving a Man of the power of re- 


ſting, as 1 take it to be; and that Servitude or Bondage is no- . 


thing but the effeft of that deprivation. And in his Letter 
from Rocheſter he ſaith, He did nos think it convenient to expoſe 


himſelf to be ſecured ſo as not to be at liberty to effeft it (to re- 


. deem the Nation from Slavery) and for that reaſm to withdraw, 
&c. That is, he left England', becauſe 3s long as he taied in 
it he was a Captive and liable to be ſecured. And by conſe- 
quence he was conquered. The Roman Catholicks too, and 
thoſe few of the Church of Exgland, who ſtill adhere to him, 
were conquered by force of Arms; for they durſt not refilt, nay 
they durſt not Print the Reaſons why they will not comply, 
which is a plain Confeſſion they are ſubdued. The re{t of the 
Nation too was conquered not by the Sword, but by the Juſtice 
of his Arms; and his Kindneſs to a miſerable enllayed P.ople 
deſigned for Ruine. And after all this, to query Whether ir is a 
real Conqueſt, is very abſurd. | 

But every Conquzſt will perhaps not create a juſt and good 
Title, but here it is confeſſed the preſent King had the met 
juſt cauſe to make a War upon Fames the Second, that ever Man 


had, by them .whe ſcruple to ſubmic to him; He managed this 
, D 2 War 
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War alſo with the utmoſt juſtice, he did not enter into it 


till be had tried all other ways to obtain Juſtice, and was de- 
nied it and perſecuted into boot, he offered to ſubmit all his 
Preterices to an Engliſh Parliament : and when that was rejeCted 
he managed the War with ſo exa@t a Ciſciplie, with fo little in- 
jury to the reſt of the Nation, that the want of the effefts of War, 
Blood and Rapine, is objc&ted againſt his Vittory. 

Every Man has not the Right oft making a Conqueſt : 4 ©ubje&t 
that rebels againſt his Prince is but a Victoriow Traytor it. he 
prevail ; but Pliam the Third was a Sovereign Prince when he 
entered England, and by the Law of Nations had a right to vindi- 
cate his, and his Ladies Injuries, and obtain by the Sword, what he 
could not get by a fair Treaty. | 

But to what end is War allowed at all, if the Cauſe and the Ef- 
fe mult be ſeparated, and the moſt juſt War in the end leave the 
Conqueror in the ſame ſtate he was before? No, but all Subjets, - 
Right or Wrong, are bound to ſtand by their Lawful Princes in their 
moſt unjuſt Quarrels : and if at laſt they are ſubdued, their Allegi- 
ance muſt be reſerved for the injurious beaten Prince till he die or 
freely reſign ; that is, a Victorious Sovereign Prince and aProſpers 


ous Rebel, and a juſt and an unjuft War, ſhall, according .to theſe 


Men's Notion, have the ſame effect. 
. Evagrins, in his Apology for the Chriſtian Religjon againſt Zo- 


18. F:1 ='musthe Pagan Hiſtorian, thus beſpeaks him : © Let us, if you pleaſe 
tip. 11, cap, © Sir, conſider the ends of thoſe Princes who imbraced the Pagan Su- 


© perſtition, and the Deaths of thoſe Princes that were Chriſtians. 
* Did not Cain: 7alius Caſar the firſt of them that obtained the Em. 
© Pire of Rome, periſh by Treachery ? And was not Caius Caligula 
« Murthered by his own Souldiers ? Was not Nero ſlain by one of 
* his own Servants? Did not Gatba, Othoand Yreellius all periſh by 
* the Sword in the ſpace of ſixteen Months? Did not Domit:an poiſon 
© his Brother Titus, and then he himſelf fall by the Sword of one Ste- 
* phanus ? What will you ſay of Commodus Did not Narciſſus lay vis 
* olent hands upon him? And did-not Pertinax and 7ulian fall by 
*tne ſame means? Antoninus,the Son of Severns,flew Gets his Brother, 
*and foon after fell by the Sword of Martial; himſelf, Was not 
* AMacrinus the Emperour taken Captive by his own Souldiers, and - 
* being led about the Streets of Byzantium afterwards, was he not 
* molt Traiteroully ſlain by them ? Aurelius Antoninus the Emperour 
* who was boro at Emiſa,a City of Syria, was ſlain with his Mother. 


 * To what end ſhould I ſpcak of Afaximinus, who was ſlain by his 


© OoWNn 


no way concerned in the' preſent Controverſies. _— 41 


© own Souldiers ? Of Gordiay, who fell by the Swords of his too 

* who were ſtirred up to it by Philip? And were not Philip and* 
© Decius both flain by their Foreign Encmies ? Gallzs and Voluſie 1 

\ © anus by their own Armies? And had not «£mlian the ſame 
« Fate ? Was not Yaleriantaken priſoner, and carried about by the 

: © Perſians till he died ? Was ngt Galienus, the Son of Yalerian, (lain 
©by Treachery, and Carinus beheaded, and ſo the Empire fell into 
©the hands of Dioclefſian and thoſe he aſſociated to him in the Em- 
 ©pirez of which Maximianus Herculins, and his Son Maxentins 
© and Licinins all fell by the Sword ? But fromthe time Conſtantine, 

© a Chriſtian Prince, became Emperour, to this, ſee if you can find 
©any one who has reigned in Conſtantinople, except 7ulian the 
© Apoſtate and Yalens the Emperour, who have fallen by the hands 

© of their own Subjects or of Foreigners, who both ſo grieviouſly 

© afflicted the Chriſtians; nor has any Tyrant uſurped againlt 
©any of 6ur Princes except Baſyiſcus, whoTole up againſt Zeno 
*the Emperor, and drove him fcom' his Palace; but was afzer- f 
© wards overcome by Zero, and put to death. You cannot af- if 

© ſign any other Emperor, but theſe two, that was ſlain in all this 
© time. This happened in the Year of+Chriſt 476. And Licinis 
*45 Was Put to death in the Year 325, So that in the ſpace of 
151. Years no Chriſtian Prince had been Depoſed or Murther- | 
ed by Domeſtick or Foreiga Enemies in the Faſt : And whereas, | 

{ obſerved before in the latter. times of the Pagan Superſtition, in 1 
the ſpace of 110. Years, there were twenty nine Emperors, in this ' 
period, which makes 151 Years, there was but twelve, of which | 

| 
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number 7ulzan and Yalens were cut off by the Juſtice of God for t 
Perſecuting his Church, Now: the force of all this Argument lics i; 
in this, That the Providence of God watcheth over Pious Princes See the * 
to preſerve them from Violence : and as he fuffereth not perſecu- 1. Colle&, |} 
ting Pcinces to end their daies in Peace, he looks graciouſly upcn ry _ S5i5 it. 
his Servants .to preſerve their Souls from violence and wrong, be. ** *9 Þ 
cauſe they are ſuch. But if it is ſaid he has ſuffered ſome good + | 
Princes t9 be oppreſled as he did Hezry the Sixth and Charles the | 1q 
Firſt ; 1 fay the Judgments of 'God are ſometimes unſcrutable, | 
and thofe that have any hand in ſuch Actions, ſhall doubticisly be | 
reſponſible for it. But as for thoke who are meerly p2ſlive, as | 
they could not hinder the ill things that happened in their cimes, ; 
they may and ought to commit them to God ; who ia his due 4 
time will puniſh all unjuſt Uſurpees, either in their Perſous or mn 
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their Poſterity. | $ | : 
But 
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Thuanus, 


Ann. 1559 


But then'this new DoCtrine of ſtanding by wicked perſecuting 
Princes, tothe apparent and viſible Ruine of tae Church , or ax 
tcaſt of thoſe that imbrace it, was never heard of-in the Church 
b<tore, was never taught or prattiſed by the Pcimitive Chriſtians ; 
and is fot any part of the Doctrine of Paffive Obedience or Non« 
reſiſtance : As they would not rebel againſt their Princes, how wick- 
ed or cruel ſoever they were ;, ſoneither would thty againſt God, 
whoſe only Right it is to diſpoſe of the Kingdoms of the World ; 
without whoſe Approbation as well as Permiſlion,no Force ever did, 
or ever ſhall, prevail ; who when he pleaſes punilheth the Wicked, 
and when he pleaſeth pulls down not only unjult Uſurpers, buc 
thoſe who have the juſteſt Title. Tae great Thxanus makes this Rea 
fleQion on the Depoſition of Chr;ſtsar the Second, King of Denmark, 
If Princes will Reign well and happily, they muſt govern their Afettions, - 
and wt out of a violent luſt of inſulting over their Sutjeits give up them- 


ſelves to the Condutt of their Paſſions, or otherwiſe they ought to aſſure 


themſclues, Gods a ſevere revenger, alway ready and delighting to pluck 
off their Thrones the moſ# Proud and Inſolent who ſhall abuſe that 
Power he bas imruſted them with. Nor is this leſs true of lawful 
Princes, than of unlawful Uſurpers, no Title can exempt a Prince 
from being reſponſible to the Juſtice of God , and he will uſe his 
Power as he thinks fir, and puniſh one Man afcer one manner, and 
another in another; ſome in this World, and others in the next ; 
and the Church in the beſt of times accordingly left it to him to 
diſpoſe of the Government ofthe World : and as ſhz did not an- 
ticipate his Judgments by diſturbing the Peace of the World; what- 
ſoever ſhe ſuffered; ſo neither did ſhe think her ſelf more/wiſe or 
juit than he, but ſubmitted to thoſe he was pleaſed in his Providence 
ro ſet over her; and would certainly have been very thankful for 
ſuch a Deliverance as we of the Church of England have had, by 
the Miniſtery of our King, who like another Con/tantine has de- 
livered us out of the hands of our Enemies, who deligned to enflaye 
and ruine us and our Poſterity for ever. | 

The P:imitive Church in the beſt times rok the words of St. Paul 
in theic plain and literal ſenſe, A} Tow iFuora, m5 74 Ges Try has 
eioivy. The powers that are, (1. e. in Pollellion) are ordained or order= 
ed of God. They never formalizz or make any Exception, but 
Conqueſt, Election, Uſurpation, were to them all alike, if once the 
Man was Eſtabliſhed in the Throne ; And whereas they fo frequent=- 
ly affirm, Empires are given by God, according to that of Tertul 


lian, Apolog. cap. XXX. We Invocate for the Preſeruation of the 
Emperori, 


10 way concern d in the preſent (ontrover ſites; 


Emperors, the Eternal, True, Living God, him whom the Emerers 


themſelves would wiſh propitious above all others, for thry know woo 
gave them the Empire ( th:y know it as Men, and who ga e« tem 
their breath. They feelingly know that he i the only God in whoſe 
Powsr they only are , &c. There is no power but that of Gud 
that can touch the Perfon, the Power or the Life of any P:ince. 


Thus Sox. in his Eccleſtaltical Hiſtory, LZib. YT, c. 35. repre- - 
bends the vanity of the Pagan Pailotophers who had been too: 


Inquiſitive to find who ſhould ſucceed Yalens; and the over great. 
ſeverity of that Prince in Executing many who had no hand in it, 


becauſe their Names began with the Letters pretended to bz d {co-- 


zZ9 


vered. If ( faith he) theſe things are once agreed to aepend + 


 ( » 74  aggoy ep) on the Motion or Courſe of the Stars, we 
ought to expect ( + ranger) The Prince' that 4s thus decreed for 


ws, whoſoever it is : But if theſe things, are ordered by the counſel 
of God, why do Men prie curiouſly into them ,, for the fore- ſight 


or endeavours of Men can never find out the Will of God. And if 
* were poſſible, it is not fit to be done, becauſe the wiſeſt of Men can- 
. not order them ( the ſucceſſion of Princes ) better than God. The 
Ancient Fathers and Primitive Chriſtians doevery where aſcribo 
the Setting up and Pulling down of Princes to God only, as 
they do Raine afd other ſuch things ; and you ſhall never find 
any Exteption, of lawful, or unlawful Powers, that were ſupreme 
in Fact in the Writings of tne firſt Ages.. To this purpole, {ce 
that Paſlage of St: Auguſtin De Civitate Dei, lib. Y. c. 21. 
cited above, £ 
Some haye alledpged in anſwer to this, That we in England are 
vnder- other Circumſtances than the Primitive Church were, 


both in Relation to our Laws and our Oaths; for the Law; . 


Sir Edward Coke in his Pleas of the Crown, Chap. 1. Þ. 7. faith, 
vpon' the 25 E. 3, c. 23. This Statute is to be tmderſfood-of a 
King in Poſſeſſion of the Crown and Kingdom ; foz if there be a 
King Regnant in Poſſeſſion of the Crown, although he be Rex ge 
faRFo & non de jure;, yet he is Seignior le Roy within the Purvieu 
of this Statute, and the other that hath Right and is out of 
Poſſeſſion, 'is not within this At. Nay, If Treaſon be commir- 


ted againſt a Ring de faffo & nom de. jure, and after the King. 


de jure cometh. to the Crown, he ſhall Puniſh the Treaſon done 
to the King, de fafo. And. a Pardon granted by a King de jure, 
that is not alſo de fafto, is yoid, for which he. cites 11 #. 7, 
Go 48. 4.1. 1. E4 4. 1,3. - 

The 


. 
* 
;: 
b q 
4$ 
- 
+ 
J 
| 
4 
C 
| 
$ * 
7 
: 
: 


© aa... 
% Cu... -- 
" TE 


= 4 a OI Bos nd Es he & 


Ne eee SOME = 


10 The Doftrine of Non-reſiſtance and Paſsive Obedience 3 


The words of the Statute are as followeth. 


14-761 The King our Sovereign Lozd calling to his remeim- 
bzance the Duty of Allegiance of his Subjects of this 
Realm, and that they by reaſon of the ſame are bound to. 
ſerve thetr Pzince and Sovereign Lo2d foz the time be- 
ing in bis Wars, foz the Defence of him and the Land,a- * 
gain{t every Rebellion, Power and Might reared againſt 
bþim,and with him to enter and abide in ſervice in Battel, 
if caſe ſo require 3 (2) and that fo2 the ſame ſervice what ® 
foztune ever fall by chance tn the ſame Battle againfi 

| the -Pind and Will of the P2ince (as in this Land 

| ſome time paſſed bath been ſeen) that it is not reaſon- | 

bl. able, but again(} all Law, Reaſon, and good Conſcience, : 
that the ſaid Subjects going with their Soverergn Lozdb 
in Wars, attending upon him in his J2crſon, oz being 
in other places by his commandment within this Land 
02 without, any thing ſhould loſe oz fozfcit foz doing their 
true Duty and Service of Allegiance, &c — That foz 
atk © the ſaiddeedand true Duty of Allegiance he oz they be in 
| no wiſe Convict o2 Attaint of ÞHigbh Treaſon, ne of o- 
ther Dffences foz that cauſe by Ka of JParliament oz o- 
therwiſe by any P2oceſs of Law whereby he o2 any of 
q | them thall loſe oz fozfeit Life, Lands, Tenements, &c. 
| 92 any other things, but to be fo2 that Deed and Service 
| utterly diſcharged of any vexation , trouble oz loſs, And 
4 ff any Ac o2 Kats 02 other Þ2oceis of the Law hereafter 
| thereupon fo2 the Came happen to be made contrary to 
Wl this Ozdinance, that then that Ac o: Atts 02 orher P2o- 

i ceſs of the Law, whatſcever they thail be, ttand and 

be utterly Void. (5) Pzovided always that no Per- 

ſon o2 Perſons thall rake any Benefit o2 Advantage 
by this Aa which ſhall hereafter Decline from his o2 their 
ſaid Allegiance, 


Vhich 
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Which is to be underſtood of the King in being, as the reſt is, and 
againſt the ſame King, To this Statute it is alledged, That the 
Ticle of the Grown was then ſo ambiguous and uncegtain,that it was 
hard to know where the Right lay; which is a meer Cavi!, The 
Title was as well known then as it is now, and is a thing of that 
Nature, that it can nevec be univerſally known ; but the greateſt 

art of Mankind take thoſe that are ſet oves them, without further 
tequiry 5 NOT IS it reaſonable any Man ſhould ſuffeg for obeying them 
| whom he cannot nor ovght to reſiſt : So that what ſome have 1aid, 
That every one is bound to take notice of the right Title at his Peril, 
is true, if the Perſon is in Pefleſſion, bur falſe if he is out of Pol- 
ſeſſion. | 7 

Conqueſt, a yoluntary Gurrender, and a wilful D:ſertion of a 
Crown, will put an End to the beſt founded Title in the World, 
as I think is univerſally agreeds fo that if the Party pretending, 
has a Title, why is he net in Peſlcſſion-too ? if he is outed by his 
own Act, 1 am abſolved ; if by the Force and Power of another, 
why then, he is conquered - and both waies ( eſpecially if 1 had no 
hand in it ) Lam, and ovght to be abſolvcd before God and Man. . 

But then not only the thcee Eſtates of England, but all gþe Prin- 
ces and Sovereign States in Chriſtendom («<xcept the King of France) 
have allowed King Williamand Qicen Mary, as the rightful Sove. 
reigns of England, which isa kiad of giving Ju1gment againſt the 
late King, after hearing what has been alledged on both ſides, So 
that this Caſe is determined by all the ways that are poſſible; and 
muſt abſolve any Man that ſubm;ts now to that waich is the only 
Supreme Power in England, | | | 

As to the Oaths taken to the late King,they create no new Obliga< 
tion upon us as to the Extent or Duration of our Allegiance ; I was 
under the ſame Obligations of Allegyance, before | was ſworn, as I 
was afterwards; and every Subject cf England, oweth, by the Laws 
of England, a ratural Allegiance to his Prince before he is ſworn, as 
every Man ows naturally Obedience to God, before he entreth into 
the Baptiſmal Covenant: And fo the Primitive Chriſtians were un- 
der the ſame Obligation to their Princes we are, tho? | do not find 
they ever {wore any Allegiance tothem, 

2.This Allegiance is no everlaſting Obligation as to time ; Death, 
a voluntary Reſignation, a wilful Deſertion, or a lawful Congueſt 
will put an End ro it. , ; 


3. Itis no wild, unlimited Obedience, whilſt it laſteth, but is #aen«cba 
plainly limited by the Laws of God and the Laws of the Land, and "4 "Mg 
E F . » Ys 


if 


| 
| 
; 
; 
| 
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x I obey further aCtively, I an reſponſible to God and Man for it. 

l come now to the Words of the OQaths, which may ſeem to creates 
any Scruplez which in the Ozth of Supremacy I ſuppole may be 
theſe. 1 dopromiſe that from henceforth IT ſhall bear Faith and true Al- 
lecgiance to the King's Highneſs, his Heirs and Lawful Succ:ſſors 
( and to my.Power) ſhall aſſi/# and defend all Furiſaiitions, Priviledges, 


 Preheminences and Authorities granted or belonging tothe King's Highs 
neſs, his Heirs and Succeſſors, or unued and annexed to the Imperial 


< 


Crown of this Realm, 

Where firit 1 obſerve, No Man is bound beyond Ls Power, but 
that all thoſe who ſtuck to the late Kirg, till he let the Nation, and 
another took Poſſeſſion of his Piace, are thereby diſabled and frecd 
from attempting any further. | 

2. That the Authorities Iam to defend are ſuch only as betong: 
to the Crown of England by the Laws of Erglands which are to 
limit my Allegiance ; but by the Law of England, my Allegiance is 
now transferred to another, and cannot be due to two in oppoſition 
each to other ; ſo that if I perſiſt in my Allegiance to Zames Il. 1am 
puniſhable by theſe very Laws; therefore ny Allegiance, which 
was a legal-Allegiance is determined. 


That in the Oath of Allegiance, which may be obj:Ced, is this; 


I will bear Faith and true Allegiance to his MMijeſty, his Heirs and 
Succeſſers, and him and them will defend, to the uttermolſt of my Power, 
againſt all Corſpiracies and Attempts whatſoever, which ſhall be made 


ag ainſt his or their Perſons, their (romp and Digyity, by reaſon or colour 


of any ſuch Sentence or otherwiſe, &C. 


Now this Oath, which birds us ta the Perſon, a* the other did to 
the Power, is capable of the ſame Limitation, and is tp be limited 
both as to its Duration and extent, by the Laws of Eng/a14, and the 
Law of Nations; and therefore is-determinable the ſame way the 


other was. EY 
The Power, and mtermoſt Power, reſcrved and expreſled in theſe 


Oaths, is a Legal Power, and therefore nd Man is by theſe-Oatbs 
bound to exert his Natural Power for any Prince, when he may by 


the Laws of England be puniſhed as a Taytor for ſo going z it being 

a Legal and not an Illegal Allegiance we promiſe by them. -. _ 
If King Fames would have been contented with the Preheminence:, 

Priviledges, Authorities and Furiſdiftions granted and annexed, or be- 


longing to the-Crown of England, [ believe no Body queſtions bit. ''@ 
nad 


——_— 


— 


: ; | . 
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had been ſtill King of England; but by graſping at others, whica 
did not belong to him, he cut oft his own Succours, and hindred 
thoſe that otherwiſe would have defended him and them from doing 
it : He would not be content with thoſe that belonged to him, and 
they could not fight for,or defend any other; and between theſe two 
his Power fell to the Ground, by his own Default ; and his wir!= 


= © %. 


tormerly to rflt him. | 
* Thae may poſlibly be ſome, who will lightly regard whit 
evcr 1 or any other Man of this Age can ſay to them; will the; 
then vouckſafe t# hear one of the moſt Noble and Royal Orator: 
that ever ſpoke to men, Conſtantine the Great, in his Oration to the 


Holy Aſſembly. 


Chap. 24. Of the calamitous Deaths of Decius, Valerian 
and Aurelian, three Exzperors who perſecuted the Church. f 


* And now I 25k thee, O Decius, who didſt once inſulc over the gg, py | 

© Calamities -of the Juſt, who did(t hate the Church, who didl[t gratis as | 
© inflict ſuch Puniſhments on thoſe” who lived molt piouſly : What /anforom | 
© art thou doing in the other World ? with waiat and now dreadful 7% \/ 
©Circumſtances art thou ſurrounded ? Yea, the remainder of thy f 

©Life (after it ) inthis Worſd, and the manner of thy . Death 
© ſhew thy Felicity, when thou and all thy Army fell in the Scythian 
*Ficlds: And the celcbrated Rowan Empire, by thy Fall became 

©( after this ) contemptible to the Goths. And thou, O Valerian, 

© when thou didit enter into a bloody War againlt the Servants ot 

* God, halt thereby made his Juſtice known to Men; being taken _ 

 &Priſoner by the Ferſcaxs, and kept in Chains in thy Purple and - | 
«Royal Roves, After which thou wert flza'd (being dead ) hy | '2 

© Sapores, Ring of Perſia, and thy Skin, | by bis Order, tanacd and | 

©kept as an cteinal Trophy of thy Misforture. And thou, O Ax- , 
© re/1:t4, the unjuſteſt and moſt wicked Incendiary, how much haſt Fg 
© thou dilcovered iis Juſtice, whilſt madly invading Thrace, thou 7.1 
© werT cut off ia the Field, and didſt defile the furrows of the Publick | | 

| 
| 


Road with thywwicked Blood Þ ; 


to 
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The Dottrine of Non-reſiſtance and Paſſive Obedience, 


. Chap. 25. of Diocleſian, who baſely reſigned the Empire, 


aud was ftruck with Lightning for perſecuting the Church. 


© I'iocleſian alſo, after a wicked Slaughter and cruel Perſecution, - 
*cond. mining himſelf, through diſtraction, was reduced to a pris 
© vate Life, and puniſhed with the Reſtraint of a mean Houſe. 
* What did he get by his War againſt our God ? Why, that he 
* was ever after afraid of Thunder and Lightning. 1Vicomedsa ſaith 
* this, and they who ſaw it will not be fileat 3 among whom 7my ſelf | 
© was one, The Palace was conſumed, and his very Chamber burnt 
« with Fire from Heaven; and thereupon wiſe Mgn foretold what 
© would follow, for they could not conceal their Thoughts, nor 
* {uppreſs their, Reſentments at the il] things were done, but openly 
& and pnblickly, with aſſurance, ſaid one to another, What. madneſs 
© ts this? what boaſting #n human Power for a 7Aortal to begin a War 
6 againſt God, and irjuriouſly to affront the moſt chaſt and holy Religion 
© and without any Canſe or Provocation to contrive the Deſtruftion of ſo 
© many juſt Men, and of ſo numerons a People! What a famous Maſter 
* and teacher of Modeſty to bis Subjefts will he appear ? How Yarely be 
© teacheth his Soldiers ro take Care of their (ountrymen ? Why, they 
© ſtab their fellow Subjeits bravely, who in Fight never ſaw the back 
* of a beaten Etemy, Art laſt the Provigence of God undertook the 
© avenging this Impiety,. tho? not without the publick Hurt ; for ſo 
* much Blood had been ſhed by him, that if he had ſlain as many of 
* the Barbarians as he did of his own Subjects, we might have pro» 
* cured a long Peace by it. But the whole Roman Army being then 


'* inthe Hand of a mean-ſpirited Prince, who had acquired it by 
_ * Force, his whole Acmy periſhed, when God was pleaſed to think 


{fit to reſtore the Romans to their ancient Liberty. The Yoices of - 
© oppreſſed Men, who cryed to God for Help under their Burtherts, an 

* begged the Return of their n tural Liberty ( are not forgotten ;, )) nor t 

* Praiſes they returned when they had regained it, and ſaw an end of 


© their Calamities : Did they not declare to all the World, How much © 


* they admired the fengular Providence and paternal Love of God to men, 
© when their Laberty, and the Equity of their Contratts was reſtored 
Thar is, when they were delivered out of the Hands of perfidious 
Tyrants, and became ſubje to a Prince who wonld keep his Faith 
and P.omile to them, *. 


LY 


They 


no way concerned m the preſent Controverſies & 


They may be pleaſed to conſider, How much of this was our 


Caſe z and ask their Conſcierrces, If the |ſelf-ſame Divine Juſtice 
and Providence has not appeared in our Times alſo, and whe- 
ther we have not as much Reaſon as they ro be pleaſed and thankful, 

Having thus diſpatched what { thiak fit for the preſent to be 
offered to the Friends of the late King; I come now to that part of 
the Nation, who being ſatisfied and highly pleaſed with the pre- 
ſent State of Afﬀairs; may therefore be called, in contradiftintion, 
the Williamiſts. 

Many of theſe of late have appeared very pertly againſt the D6- 


Ctrine of Nox reſiſtance and Paſlive Obedience ; and difcourſed of it 


with a Contempt and Scorn, as if it were one of the worſt and moſt 
exploded Doctrines in the whote World ; and full as Anyjgbriſtian 
as that of depoſing Kings, and diſpofing of their Kingdomss Now, 
theſe two being direEtly contrary eacts to other, in all probability 
one of them is true. If we of the Church of England are not in the 
right with the Scriptures, and all Primitive Antiquity on our ſide ; 
it is fairly probable, They of,the Depoſing Church are; fog, their 
Claim is older than the Peoples : Burt the Miſchief is, the Devils is 
| older than.either ; for be pretended to our Saviour, when he had 
ſhewed him all the Kingdoms of the World, and made a conditi- 


35 


onal Tender of them,” two? megSifra, 4 5 tar Sinw, Jifow anni. .- 


All this Power and Glory is delivered into my Hands, ana I give it to 


whomſoever 1 will : Now this was long betore People or Pope put in . 


any Claim, and before the latter of theſe had any Being. The 
Pope, it is grue, claims under the People, but the Devil in his own 
Right: But I believe neither of them can fhew- their Charter, 
though the Devil claimed by a Grant, and fo 1 hill leave him 
and them, Pope and all, in the intice poſſeſſion of cheic ſeveral 
Rights, if any they have, | +> 

The Doctrine of Non-reſiſtance has been often proved the genu- 


ine DoCtrine of the beſt Apes of the Church ; and that ſo fully and. 


clearly, that thoſe who woald not yield to the Force of the. Proof, 
have not been able to deny the Truth of it, but have been forced 
to pretend it was only Temporary, and do:h not oblige a!) Ages 3 
which 1s hardly Senſe; or that the Church is now in other Cic- 
cumftances than ſhe was then; which is not true nei her; for in 
ſome Places ſhe is now under the ſame gr&vorle Circumſtances, tan 
ſhe was in the three firſt Centuries, and conTtquently, they ar leaſt, 
are under the ſame Obligatiogs the Primitive Chriſtians were ;, -avd 
therefore this very DoQtrine bs of <rernal Verity, and will have 

10s 
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36 The Do&trine of Nonxreſiſtance and Paſsive Obedience, 


its ſe till the End of the World. The command is general, the 
Examples cf it are general, and it is mow confeiledly necellary in 
Turky, and all Countries where Chriſtianity is oppreſſed; and by 
conlequence every where, except ſome Body can ſhew, We have 
one Goipel for the Afflicted, and another for the proſperous Daies 
of the Ciiurch; or one Reme:ily, viz. that of Patience was pre- 
ſcribed to our Anceltors, -and another directly contrary to us; 


| which if any Man can ſhew, when and where it was done, | ſhall be 
i very thankful, | 

; But it may be pretended it has been ſtretched too far ; and thit 
i ſome of the Church of England have written too much in Favonr of 


Wicked and Tyrannical Pr:nccs, even to the encouraging them to 
do woricghan otherwiſe they wonld : To this liay, The Heat ot 


|  ControyWlie i-as in- other Inſtances mil-led Men as well as 11 this ; 
Fai and the Doctrine of Non-reſitante is nevertheleſs true, tho' their 
{1 | Notions of it ſhould happen to prove too loole or too large. Let ic 
ky ' rien be fairly and truly itated once for all, and then ler it be as it 
$ cver has been, Tone Glory of the Church of E-gland, and the Bul. 
waik Of all Religious Kings and States, againſt the Rage of Muti- 
if nous ard Rebellious Spirits, who pretend to fight for God's 
[| Truth , againſt the Laws and Governments of their Coun- 
| tries, | 
* *If any Man thinks ſome of the things that were done in the heat 


of the late Revolution cannot be juſt:fied, without exploding this 
Doctrine : I fay thoſe are the Faults ef a tew Men, and better it is 


l | ro leave. them to their own Maſter, than to ſet up our ſelves againſt 
i _ the Doctrines of Chriſtianity to excule them. The Men ofour Ge- . 
i | neration have all the Inficmities that have gone along with th for- 


mer; and bceingſo higtly provoked by a handful of perfidious un- 
grateful Miſcreznts, what Wonder is it if the Tewpt-::1o0n, which 
| | was fo ſtrong, prevailed over the Reſtraint, and mc» them guilty 
h of ſome Irregularities, which according to the ſtrict :\vles of the 
| Gojoel, cannot be juſtified ; ſuch things have happer<u in the beft 
{2 of the former Ages, and will happen again in thoic #2: ſhall follow 
| v-, Bout the Rule of Chriſtiani:y ought to be preterve!, notwit!- 
ſeniding, and- Cxiivercd down to our Poſterity juil as we re- 
eived it, Dk 
The that have appeared againſt this DoQtrine hav Jone their 
Nijeſiizs Two great Injurics.. Firſt, They have exaſp-iated the 
D Tatizhed Party in the Nation, and mace them harder t© be won 
Cycry tiiey concludins, that this Revolution was not the Work of 
God, 


A a. <-> nl oe _ —_ 


4 ET TEIN 


bs PUNE ona tree rt cs er ES WR I eter oo 
« W . R 
—_—E—RTR. 0 
_ _—_ 


| PER 
no way concerned in the preſent ( ontroverſies. 


God, becauſe ſo many of thoſe who have defended it, have made it 


their buſineſs to ridicule or confure the Doctrine of Paſſive Obearercey 
as if there were no other way than that to juſtihe iz. Bur then 
they are well aſſured this is as certain a Principle of the Chiiſtian 
Religion, and wasever prattiſed by the Primitive Church inthe five 
firſt Centuries; and from thence they conculde, the Men that do 
this and all other that joyn with them, 'have made a Defection from 
t1is Doctrine, and from the Church of England; and they think 
themſ les bound in Conſcience to cppoſeallthole that are thus unt- 
ted, leſt they ſhould ſeem betrayers of this Loyal, Holy, Excellent 
Dcftrine, and of the Honour of that Church that hath cycr taught it, 

Sccondly, They have deprived them, as much as in tliem lies, -of 
that religious awe and reverence, which is due tv all Crowned 
Heads and Sovereign States. It they are the eA7:imi/ters of God, if 
they are the Powers ordained by God,” then is all refiſtarce of them 
a ſin againſt God. Buttheſe Men write as if it were la» ful to re- 
fiſt when they pleaſed, and whom they pleaſed ; which, it it istrue, 
lam very confident it will not be long before they will pretend they 
have cauſe, or ſome other for them ; and lo all Princes ihall be Uc- 
prived of their beſt Safegard, the fear of God over-awing their 
Subjects, as the juſt avenger of ſuch as rebel againſt their rightful, 


lawful Princes, and the Laws of their Country. 
y 
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As there muſt be in every Country a Supreme Power lodyed ſamc- © 


where, againſt which there is. no Appeal but to God; to rh2T 
Power mult be acknowledged to be Sacred and lrrefiltable, by the 
Laws of Chriſtianity : and this is as true of ECommonwealths as 
Monarchies, for whereſoever the Supreme Power 1s lodged, it is 
the Ordinance of God, approved by his Word, and fertled by his 
Providence, whoſoever then reſiſteth that Power, refeſtech the Ord:. 
narce of God, and ſhall recewve to themſelves Damnation. He, then, 
that ſhall endeavour to dellroy this Obligation, and te pcrrſnide 
Men they are not bound in Conſcience to fubmit to the Laws and 
lawful Governors of their Country, contradicts this plain Dotrine 
of the Apoftle, and cxpoſeth the Supreme Powers in al! Conncries 
to the Rage and Fury of the Multicude, or any FaCtion that is 
potent, and thinks it ſelf injured; - and conſequently he 1s an" Enc- 

my to all Government, @ | 
But then though I am: bound not to|refiſt, I am not equally 
bound to #fliſt, my hands may be tied both ways ; 1f1 live 13 a Pa» 
gan Country, where Chriltianity 1s Perfecuted by the Supreme Pow- 
cr, 1 mult ſuffer anu ovght not to rehiſt > | bur then I am nor co lend 
. mc 


" 


The DoArme of Non-refiſtance , &c. 

my aſſiſtance to that State to encourage or enable it todeſtroy this 
Religion, but I muſt be meerly paſſive in that caſe. And this was 
the caſe of England, we were perlecuted againſt Law, by a hand- 
tul of Men, who expected to ruine us by our own hands; and we 
were bound not to afſiſt them inthis wicked and fooliſh Projet ; 
and for want of our aſſiſtance they could not juſtifie or carry on the 
Enterprize : and when they came to be called to an Account by a 
Prince who was no Subjz&, and conſequently was not under the 
Ooligation of not reſiſting their Injuſtice and Oppreſlion ;, ſo they 
tell an eafte Vitim to his Arms, and we were delivered out- of 
their hand, not by any reſiſtance we made, bur by refuſing to aſſiſt 
them ; and they that went no farther than this (which it 1s certain 
the greateſt part of the Nation did not ) are juſtifiable by the 
ſtricteſt Rules of Chriſtianity, and the PraCtice of rite beft Ages. 

To conclude, 1 would adviſe even thoſs who have no kindneſs 
for the Dodtrine of Non-reſitance, to ſpeak modeſtly of it ; it 
has ſuch CharaQters of Divinity to ſhew, that it will deſerve this 
reſpec at their hands, if they are Chriſtians: And as to thoſe 
that are not, thoſe that deſpiſe all revealed Religion ( for they 
of late have been very witty againſt it ) they ought to ſhew ſome 
reverence toit, for the ſake of Government, and to preſerve the 
Peace of the World in which that ſort of Men have a greater in- 
teraſt than others ; for their Al lies in this World, and they pre- 
tend'to nothing inthe next; and if the World be imbroyled, let 
the pretence be what it wil), their happineſs. muſt neceſſarily be 


very much abated, and perhaps their Machines deſtroyed, and then 
there is an end of them, 
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